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Pastor's
Perspective
    Well, here we are in the new year. 2023 is

upon us! The year past has been busy, and

in the life of our church, cautiously

promising.

    While I don’t want to spend time here

discussing the positives of the past year

(new members, successful fundraisers,

expanding community engagement), I do

want to place front-and-center two of the

challenges that we committed ourselves to

going forward.

    First, at our 2022 Annual Meeting we

committed to our “Looking to the

Future: A Plan of Intentional Faith” goals

which included membership growth, well-

funded community outreach/advertising,

and stewardship growth. Here, as a

reminder, is what we committed to:

Three Year Plan of Growth:

1. Peace Church will set a net goal of 3 new

pledging units per year. These three new

pledging units would be over and above the

units that are lost to attrition. So, if we lost

3 pledging units due to the death of three

church members in a given year, our

growth in total units would need to be 6

pledging units.

2. Peace Church would embark on an

aggressive campaign of presence in the

local Greensboro community; in print, on

social media, and in person. We would

commit to a well-funded advertising

budget, an in-person presence at

community sponsored events (for example

the farmers market, Summer Solstice Fair,

North Carolina Folk Festival among others),

as well as church sponsored programs to

draw community members to our campus

(fundraisers, reinvigorated Palmer Lecture

Series, Spring carnival, musical concerts).

3. We will re-engage with our current

church membership with the intent to 

strengthen our stewardship and pledge
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26th - Debbie Kaynor
28th - Femi Quakenbush
29th - Kim Miller 
15th - Mike Williams
23rd - Jeanne Bryan

 commitments as well as have as broad a

contingent of church members who are

fully invested in our three-year

revitalization plan.

    Second, back on September 11th we

adopted a new Vision Statement as well as a

new Statement of Mission. Here, as a

reminder, are those statements:

Statement of Vision:

Peace United Church of Christ is a

community of people who strive to be

living examples of the teachings, ethics,

and values of Jesus Christ.

Statement of Mission:

The people of Peace United Church of

Christ are called by God to:

-Teach and embrace the ethics of Jesus

through worship, study, and prayer.

-Invite, welcome, and love all people into

our fellowship.

-Practice good stewardship of our church,

our community, and our environment.

-Promote the healing and well-being of the

human family through acts of mission and

justice.
    

    These two initiatives are wonderful and

challenging goals for us to pursue

and live into as we go forward. Yet,

statements, visions, and goal proposals

such as we have developed and affirmed,

are easily “left upon the shelf,” or

filed away and forgotten. We won’t let that

happen. We can’t let that happen.

    So, like every church facing the new year,

we have great hopes and great challenges.

We continue to carry out our ministry in a

difficult time. Our American social

landscape remains increasingly secular,

with Christian churches of all stripes facing

mounting struggles and challenges. While

this may be daunting, it is also, historically

speaking, the way it has always been. The

early church hardly had it easy, but they

persevered despite the hardships. Jesus’

words to his earliest followers laid it out

with little uncertainty:

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1st - Eileen Johnson
2nd - Bryan Morgan
4th - Ellen Mason 
9th - Don Willoughby
12th - Kevin Hege

A Note from
Elisabeth

   “Whoever wants to be my disciple must

deny themselves and take up their

cross and follow me. For whoever wants to

save their life will lose it, but whoever loses

their life for me will find it.” (Luke 9: 23)

    Let us take up our cross and follow. 

Shall we?

Pastor Tom

  Somehow it seems really special for the

New Year to start on a Sunday – the

beginning of a year, a month, a week, a day

– all on a Sunday when we focus on

worshipping God. Whenever we begin

anything, it’s hard not to look forward and

think about what may be coming. There is

great comfort in these words from John:

"In the beginning was the Word, and the

Word was with God, and the Word was

God. He was with God in the beginning." 

John 1: 1-2 (NIV)

    Such a wonderful proclamation that our

Lord, Jesus, has been from the very

beginning – the beginning of everything. In

the beginning of our hymnbook is the

“Praise to God” section and the beginning

hymn is Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee. Such

a powerful hymn of praise to begin our new

year of life in Jesus.

    Whatever the beginnings in life, Jesus is

there! We need to dedicate them all to God

and follow His direction knowing He will be

with us throughout all of life as it unfolds.

    Finally, I certainly want to be sure to

express very sincere thanks to the people of

Peace Church for the Christmas

remembrances. Your generosity and love

are so very much appreciated at Christmas

and throughout the year!

Hands-On

    HANDS-ON was blessed to celebrate

Christmas with a luncheon on December

14th. By all accounts, it was an enjoyable

event with good food and fellowship. Our 15

participants attendees included four

visitors and we were so happy to have them

with us.

     But, best of all, we had already made a

Nov./Dec. delivery which featured some

Christmas fabrics. 80 pillows were

distributed in timely fashion for the

holidays.

     We continue to look forward to 2023

when we are destined to hit 10,000 pillows

delivered by this ministry. Go for it, Hands-

On!



Card 
Ministry

On December 18th, some of our 

church youth and their families 

took an outing to McLaurin Farms! 

They were able to interact with 

characters such as Anna and Elsa 

from Frozen, and Olaf too! 

Although it was very chilly, they 

enjoyed a hayride, a meeting with 

Santa, and making Christmas 

ornaments as well. Thank you to 

the families who were able to 

attend this fun outing - we look 

forward to doing more in the 

future!

     Our monthly mailing of cards to 25-30

individuals with prayer concerns continues

in 2023. We do periodically include

concerns for friends and relatives of

members. They need to be brought to our

attention and mailing names and addresses

provided to Theo Scott at 336 299-0644. Also

let Theo know if you want to assist with the

mailings one or two months during the

year. All materials will be provided to you.

MLK-Day
Memorial Breakfast

    On Monday, January 16th there will be a

Martin Luther King Day Memorial Breakfast

at the Koury Convention Center. Sponsored

by the Greensboro Human Rights

Commission, the breakfast begins at 7:30am

and will feature keynote speaker Niketa

Green, the Director for Equity, Diversity,

and Inclusion at Cone Health.

    Tickets are $20 per person. Those who are

interested in attending this annual event

should please contact Pastor Tom by

January 7th so that tickets may be reserved.

Annual Meeting:
January 29th!!!

    The Annual Meeting for Peace Church

will be on Sunday, January 29th following

worship. 

    We will do a review of 2022, vote on the

proposed 2023 budget (still in

development), and carry out any other

business central to the life and ministry of

Peace Church. 

    Please plan to join us for this critical

meeting in the life of our congregation...

McLaurin 
Farms Outing!

    The Creation Care committee would like

to make an extension! This extension

would be focused on the issue of Climate

Change - an issue that Peace Church is

involved heavily in! If you would like to be

informed or join this extension of the

Creation Care committee, you can reach

out to Jane Ford at (336) 908-7829.

Creation Care
Committee: 

Climate Change



Hands

On

    For the past 7 years Peace Church has

been supporting the ministry of the

Lavastida Christian Center in Santiago,

Cuba. This center, founded by Revs. Elmer

and Gisela Lavastida, recently celebrated

their 27th anniversary of service and

education to the churches and people of

Santiago de Cuba and the surrounding rural

areas.

    After 3 years of Covid disruption, the

UCC Cuba Study Seminar, led by Pastor

Tom and Kim Miller, will be traveling once

again to Cuba from February 10th-19th.

There are 19 participants scheduled to go

on this years' trip. As part of this trip, the

Lavastida Center will host the group and

Tom and Kim will hand deliver the funds

we raise.

    Cuba has been going through a very

difficult time these past three years, and

our funds are critical to the continued

ministry of the Lavastida Center. Please

give generously. Thank you!

Mission of the Month

Solar Power...
at Peace Church?

    A conversation has begun about possibly investing in solar panels to help

power our church building. On the heels of a generous gift given to the

church with the expressed intent of it being used for solar panels, the

Consistory has approved the exploration of what it would entail to purchase

and install a solar panel system. As a first effort to gain some knowledge of

solar panels, we will be meeting with the Rev. Paul Davis of Congregational

United Church of Christ to see first hand their new solar panel system and

learn what it cost them, various rebates and grants they acquired to lower the

cost, and what they hope to save in electrical bills over the long run.

    We will be meeting on Friday, January 13th at 10:30am at Congregational

UCC located at 400 West Radiance Drive here in Greensboro (about 1 mile

from our church). We invite anyone who is interested to come to this

meeting and encourage you to let Jane Ford or Pastor Tom know that you are

interested in attending this meeting.

Don't Forget!
 

Hands-On will be meeting at
1PM in the Fellowship Hall on

January 11th.
 

Offering Envelopes are
available in the Narthex for

pickup! If you cannot pick up
your envelops in person, we

will mail them to you.






