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PASTOR'S PERSPECTIVE
Tom Warren
     With our 2022 budget approved and a
strong sense of wanting to continue our
efforts at church growth and mission
work in place, perhaps it is a good time to
reconnect with the importance of worship.
In the world of church talk, one of the
statements that is often made by pastors is
the claim that “worship is most important
thing we do.” Similarly, many seminary
professors, especially those who teach
classes in liturgy and worship, make the
same claim: “Worship is the most important
thing we do.” I agree, as many people of faith
do, that worship is vitally important; But why?
    First, gathering for worship is the time and
place where we engage with the story of our
faith. Through song, word, prayer, and praise
we listen to and recite the claims and values
of our Christian faith. Hymns are powerful
and highly treasured expressions of our
faith; that’s why “changing” hymns or
hymnals is such a difficult process for
churches. Reading the Bible is not only a
recitation of our faith claims, but is a public
act whereby we declare our faith. Prayer and
praise to God is an expression of our
relationship with God and our gratitude for
God presence in our lives.
    Second, worship is the act of affirming
that Christian faith is lived and experienced
most powerfully as a community. Sure, we
may have our private times of prayer and
meditation, but when the “body of Christ”
gathers for worship it is an affirmation of the
belief that in Christ God began a new 

community that would strive to embody and
build-up the kingdom of God here on earth.
The idea that we can somehow be “Christian”
without being part of a church community
is pure fantasy.
    Third, gathering for worship is the effort to
connect again with “who we are and whose
we are.” Worship is the time when we hear
again and recommit to a new story for our
lives and, through that story, God’s intent for
the world. In the work-a-day world we are
seduced by the values and idols of an order
bent on death and exploitation. Worship
gives us the opportunity to hear and
recommit each week to the “good news,” and
through acts of confession, repentance, the
offering, and the commitment to serve, to
turn our lives in a new direction. The biblical
story –Hebrew scriptures and the New
Testament –is our story by which we are to
live.
    Last, but certainly not least, worship is the
greatest opportunity that the church has for
evangelism. When visitors come to Peace
Church, is there a spirit of joy and welcome?
Do they see a new way to live that offers
hope for those who come in struggling with
pain and despair? Do visitors see a
community where all God’s people are
welcome and present? Do they feel the power
of a resurrected community, filled with
passion, joy, and commitment to the building
of God’s kingdom? Typically, we get one shot
to convince a visitor that our church is worth
coming back for; that one shot is our hour of
worship. For these reasons and many more,
worship is the most important thing we do -           
Contd. Next Page 



as a church. Thus, it is critically important
as we move into this new year – still weighed
down by the pandemic - for all of us to be in
worship each Sunday. Each
member of our church brings God’s energy
with them into worship. When we are all
present, God’s presence is
palpable. When we are all present, anything
can happen. See ya’ in church!

Pastor Tom

    For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16 (NIV)
    We have four Sundays in February before
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd.
We usually hear a lot about love in February,
and here in the church we need to focus on
the immeasurable love of God and the
sacrificial love of Jesus, which is expressed
in the above familiar verse, John 3:16.
In our hymnal there is a Love and Gratitude
section from pages 521-532. I am planning
to use hymns from this section for three of
the preludes in February. I will include the
page numbers in the bulletins.
You are encouraged to read and meditate on
the words. If you want to look ahead, these
preludes will be:

 February 6: Give Thanks p. 528
February 13: The Gift of Love p. 526
February 20: More Love to Thee, O Christ p.
527
     The fourth Sunday, February 27, I am
using what I hope is a familiar hymn (but I’m
never sure what people know!). It is not in our
hymnal, but I grew up with it - Love Lifted Me.
If you don’t know it, you might try a computer
search and read the words ahead of time. I
will also include the words of the first
stanza in the bulletin that Sunday.
    February, as we’re still in the cold of
winter, is a wonderful time to focus on the
warmth of God’s love. God Is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in him. I John
4:16b (NIV)
    We love because he first loved us. I John
4:19 (NIV)

A NOTE FROM
ELISABETH

 

Peace Church, working with the UCC Western
North Carolina Association, will be holding a

World Day of Prayer service on Friday, March
4th at 7:00pm in our sanctuary. This service

will be led by members of various UCC
churches in our Association, particularly
congregations in Guilford and Davidson
counties. All members of Peace UCC are

invited to participate in this important event,
recognizing and praying for the multiple

crises that currently impact our nation and
the wider world. More details to come! 

 
 

WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER SERVICE -

FRIDAY, MARCH 4th

 



    According to author, 
William Kinnaird, we Christians may have
misinterpreted "love thy neighbor as thyself."
Personally, this opinion does not surprise me.
I think about it a lot. We often talk about
loving ourselves, but do we put it into a
practical context? Do we consider the good
inherent in each of us? Or, are we too busy
doing for others that we don't consider
ourselves? Do we not notice that each of us
is deserving of gracious goodness? Christ
gives it to us. Why would we not want to be
good to ourselves? Think about it.
Let's take this a step further. After all, it is
not "all" about us.
    Kinnaird, in "Joy Comes with the Morning,"
talks about charity beginning at home.
Broadly speaking, he includes family, friends,
co-workers, acquaintances, and, yes,
neighbors. He writes about how easy it is to
give anonymously, and I thought about the
amazing generosity of Peace Church to many
missions. Kinnaird reminds us of the
importance of the "home territory:" 

 
Let our ministry and our charity “begin” at

home. I am not saying it should

“end” there. And I am including in the home

territory all whom we already

 

 

know – not only our families, but our friends,

our co-workers, our neighbors on

the block.

Some of them may be in great need. There

may be deep hurts we can help heal.

Let’s not limit our charity to the anonymous

of the world. The Lord may be

calling us to minister to those we know best.

Maybe he has brought them into

our lives for this very purpose.

 
So, continue to care by "loving." It is the right
thing to do.

In His Service,
Theo Scott
PeaceCare Chair

 

LOVING YOURSELF 
AND OTHERS

 

1st - Sally McGrogan & Skyler Whitfield 
2nd - Kathleen Saunders 
4th - Jennifer Griffin 
5th - Jean Jones 
10th - Ciaran Leszinski 
13th - Logan Hindson & Meghan Nelson 
14th - Sherri Vestal & Lucy Washington
15th - Lois Bell & Scott Icenhower &

21st - Cai Bowen & Olivia Saunders
24th - Clodagh Leszinski 
27th - Philip Gilbert &  

28th - Kelly Savage

                 Aaron Virgilio 

                 Harold Poffenbaugh &
                 Lucille Wavnick 

 
 



 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING REPORT

 

    On Sunday, January 23rd we had our
Congregational Meeting to vote on the
proposed budget for 2022 as well as to
consider the proposed plan for our future
ministry. The meeting was live streamed on
our church Facebook page and can be
watched in its entirety for those who may
have missed it.
    The proposed Budget for 2022 was
approved unanimously by those who were
present at the meeting. There were additional
votes of support for the budget that came in
via phone message to the church office and
some via email to the church office. There
was 1 vote against the budget that came in
via email. Budget passed.
    There was a lengthy conversation about
the "Proposal for the Future" document, with
an overall feeling that the plan needed to be
tweaked a bit as we get our vision and
mission statement process clarified and
completed. There was a unanimous and
enthusiastic vote on a motion to continue to
devote our time and resources to help Peace
Church grow going forward.  
    The full minutes of the Congregational
Meeting are being processed, as well as the
specific language to the motions that were
passed in the course of the meeting. These
meetings will be posted and will be made
available to any who request them once they
are completed.
    Thank you to all who were present at this
most important meeting and for all those who
participated through our live stream on
Facebook.

MISSION OF THE MONTH:
CWS BLANKETS

 

We are in the deep days of winter and the
weather outside is cold. It's easy for us to
burrow under warm blankets every night to

stay warm as we fall fast asleep.
Now imagine a circumstance where you lost

your home and you had to sleep outside
during these winter nights on a cold
bench...How would you find warmth?

Most people without homes have a daily
challenge of fighting the bitter cold. 

The Church World Service Blanket program
provides warmth, hope, and care during cold
and trying times. A gift of just $10 provides
a warm, comforting blanket to children, men,
and women who are struggling against the
cold. It is a simple way to offer people hope
and to share Christ's love with other people.
This Valentine's Day is a perfect time to give

thanks for the warmth in our homes, our
churches and our hearts by providing CWS
Blankets to those in need. Your generosity
has not only the ability to help but also to

change lives and communities.
 

Let's blanket the world with love this
Valentine's Day! Please give generously

Sunday, February 13.
 
 



 

 

 

PEACE WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

 

    Like many others, the Women’s Fellowship
had a large gap in our meetings during the
pandemic. We met in March of 2020 and then
did not meet again until April 2021! Since
then, we have tried to stay on schedule with
our meetings on the first Tuesday of each
month.
    Our meetings are an opportunity to
interact and have fun with women in the
church while making a difference not only in
our church but throughout the community and
beyond. WF is responsible for numerous day
to day needs around the church from kitchen
supplies to Advent decorations. The WF
annual budget is supported by contributions
from members and friends and in addition we
decide monthly on a mission to support. The
monthly missions range from Share the
Warmth to our own Peace Love Fund and in
April 2021 after not meeting for a year, we
made a sizable donation to the Peace UCC
History Room project.
    There are generally ongoing projects; in
2020, we contracted for the landscaping of
the areas on each side of the portico. This
area was further enhanced by the placement
of benches purchased with memorial funds in
memory of Iris Haislip and Mary Ann Murray.
The benches were finally dedicated after
sitting in Cindy Spillers house through much
of the pandemic waiting to be put together!
We are discussing the redecorating of the
Ladies room (main level) as a project in
upcoming months. 
    We are excited to be back to our regular
meetings and hope others will join us. See
you in the Parlor at 10:00am on the first
Tuesday of each month!

 

    For almost 2 years now, Gisela Maria
Lavastida has been working on her degree in
Pastoral Ministry at the Matanzas
Theological Seminary outside Havana, Cuba.
While at times disrupted by the pandemic,
Gisela has remained steadfast in her
commitment to her theological studies.
    Over a year ago, a Committee of Support
was developed for Gisela. Made up of Cindy
Spillers, Debbie Kaynor, Rev. Kristin Gerner
Vaughn, Rev. Curly Stumb, and Pastor Tom, it
seeks to help Gisela as she explores the
possibility of ordination in the United Church
of Christ. This committee meets via the
WhatsApp video service every other month.
Gisela lives in Santiago, Cuba and currently
works at the Lavastida Christian Center.
    The Committee of Support, along with the
approval of the Consistory, recently awarded
Gisela a $1,000.00 scholarship from our
Seminary Student Scholarship Fund. These
monies will be used for tuition and related
travel costs (Matanzas is a long way from
Santiago!).
    Please pray for Gisela as she continues in
her theological studies under very challenging
circumstances in Cuba. 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED
TO GISELA LAVASTIDA

 



 

 

 

 

 

Peace United Church of Christ - Greensboro, NC

Treasurer's Report as of December 2021 for General Fund

Account #    Account Name                            Period Activity             YTD Balance            Annual Budget          Annual  

                                                                                                                                                                                   Budget Remaining

Offerings

4001              Pledges                                                 12,815.00                   109,810.00                107,081.00                 (2,729.00)

4003             Loose Offerings                                       128.35                         868.35                      250.00                      (618.35)

4004             Initial offerings                                          0.00                             0.00                         50.00                       50.00

4006             Non-Pledge Offerings                      10,949.00                    24,952.75                   37,102.00                 12,149.25

4007             Sunday School                                           0.00                             0.00                        100.00                     100.00

                                             Total Offerings         $23,892.35                  $135,631.10              $144,583.00                $8,951.90

 

 
            Period Activity                YTD Balance                 Annual Budget             

 
December 2021 Income Total               $26,476.35                  $188,624.77                   $164,683.00      

December Expenses Total                    $18,094.36                   $162,416.23                    $196,284.00       

December Income-Expenses:                                         $29,476.36 - $18,094.36 = $11,382.00 

2021 Income Expenses:                                                  $188,624.77 - $162,416.23 = $26,208.54 

We were able to finish 2021 strong thanks to the PPP loan ($25, 835.00), increase in both congregational

giving (see above) and facility use donations ($24,493), and memorial gifts ($19,152).

 

JAMBALAYA!
 

   The Peace Church Jambalaya Sale is fast
approaching!!! Please get out the word about
the sale to all your family and friends. We
already have over 80 preorders but we want
to get even more! People have been calling in
to preorder and have heard about the sale
from the church road signs, the newspaper
ad, and from Facebook. We are also looking
for donations for the ingredients for the prep
of the food so if you would like to help out in
this way, please reach out to the church
office. 
February 26th! If you haven't preordered yet

please do so!


