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Inside this issue: A Global Mission Church 

The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 

The time has come for Pastor Tom to be away on sabbatical. He will 
be away July 1st through September 30th, returning to the office on 
October 1st.  We have a full schedule of preachers for all the 
Sundays through this time listed on page 2 of this newsletter.  All 
other pertinent information is included as well. Please pay 
particular attention to the names and contact phone numbers for 
those who will be providing pastoral care during this time.  We will 
continue to send out our email updates through the week, so if you 
have information to be included (prayer requests, praise reports, 
activities, etc.), please get that information to Sherri in the church 
office as necessary.  We pray for Pastor Tom that this will be a great 
time of refreshing, rest, and refocusing! 
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At the 1993 General Synod meeting of the United 
Church of Christ, held in Saint Louis, Missouri, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu was our guest speaker. 
Archbishop Tutu is a world renowned scholar, 
theologian, pastor, public servant, and political activist, 
known most prominently for his reconciliation work in 
the anti-apartheid struggles of South Africa. When he 
came to speak to the national gathering of the United 
Church of Christ, many participants at the meeting 
(including me), expected passionate words about social 
justice and racism with perhaps examples shared from 
the apartheid struggles in his homeland. Instead, here’s 
what we got: 

“You and I have been created because God loved us. 
God loved you   and God loves you. And God will 
go on loving you unchangeably for  ever and ever. 
You and I were created not because God needed us. 
 You and I were created because God wanted 
us. So you and I are  the result of the bubbling over, 
super abundance of the Divine love. It  means that 
you and I are precious, precious creatures. The ones 
into  whom God breathes God’s breath into...”  

These words that Archbishop Tutu shared brought 
many people in worship that night to tears. We are 
loved and created as a Divine act of love; nothing 
else. Wow! 

So as I enter into a time of sabbath rest and study, I 
leave you with the words of Tutu. In this most difficult 
time in human history which touches us all in both 
unique and universal ways, may we never forget that 
we have been created as an act of love by the God of 
love. We are all valuable simply because we are God’s 
creation. In knowing this love out of which we are 
made, we respond in gratitude by loving ourselves and 
loving others. It’s that simple. 

The next three months will go by quickly. I hope that 
this time will be enlightening for my mind, rejuvenating 
for my spirit, and restful for my body. The work of the 
church is never easy in any time, but in this time, 
perhaps more than ever, the work of the church is 
crucial. I hope to have much intellectual, spiritual, and 
physical strength for the journey upon my return.  

See you in October!  

In God’s love, from which we are made... 

Pastor Tom 

While Pastor Tom is on Sabbatical... 
 
During July, August, and September, Rev. John Syster 
(336-905-7475 (H) / 941-374-4417 (C)) and Ted 
Wilkinson (301-332-4140 (C)) will be the primary 
contacts for pastoral care issues. Sherri Vestal (336-299
-8663 (W) / 336-254-6608 (C)) and Harold Poffenbaugh 
(336-456-4307 (C)) will be the primary contact people in 
matters regarding the building or property and grounds 
issues. Ava Chambers (336-788-0476(H) / 336-776-
7536(C)) will also be a contact person for other matters 
that may arise.  
 
Please note the following schedule of preachers: 

July 5th: Rev. Jimmy Norred 
July 12th: Ted Wilkinson 
July 19th: Rev. David Hirano 
July 26th: Rev. John Syster 
 
August 2nd: Rev. John Syster 
August 9th: Kristian Hulgren  
 (NAI Impact Coordinator) 
August 16th: Rev. David Hirano 
August 23rd: Ted Wilkinson 
August 30th: Rev. Caitie Gawne 
 
September 6th: Rev. Rayce Lamb 
September 13th: Ted Wilkinson 
September 20th: Rev. John Syster 
September 27th: Rev. Jimmy Norred 

 
The above preaching schedule may be adjusted or 
changed as we move into the summer months, but 
plenty of notice will be given and weekly Email Updates 
will continue to be sent out from the church office.  
 
Note: At this time a return date for worship in the 
Sanctuary is not known. 



 

 

With the beginning of July we are 
officially half way through 2020.  
Who would have ever thought on 
January 1st how this year would 
progress? I keep reading and 
hearing about how dangerous it is 
to sing as it can transmit virus 

droplets – so who knows at this point when we will 
be singing together again. 

Music directors do plan for the future, and usually in 
July or August I’m writing about Christmas cantata 
rehearsals.  I’m still thinking ahead and intending to 
use One Small Child by Tom Fettke with narrations 
by Deborah Craig-Claar during Advent this year, if 
we are able to come back together. We have sung 
and used this in worship before, so it is hopefully 
familiar and not too difficult. We also purchased 
rehearsal CDs for this one. We shall see what the 
future holds.  

When we are able to sing 
t o g e t h e r  a g a i n ,  p l e a se 
remember that our choir has 
changed once more with 
Mary’s moving away.  We 
could definitely use your voice 
– please think about it! 

The choir continues to connect 
w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  o n 

Wednesdays. I send a group text (or email or phone 
call) and we share a Scripture reference and prayer 
concerns with the goal of lifting a prayer together at 
7:00 p.m., our usual rehearsal time.  All are welcome 
to pray with us at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays – and 
you might like to sing a hymn, too! 
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Hey Peace Family! As we go into the summer months I 
continue to send out the in-home children's chapel 
lesson plans for our youth. Over the last two months we 
have been moving through the life of Moses and are 
currently working our way through the 10 plagues, two 
plagues per week. We've also been trying to keep active 
for our drive-in services and our beach service last 
weekend with the children helping to draw fiery tongues 
around our cars for Pentecost and helping to hand out 
leis to everyone who came to our beach service. We 
pray it will be safe to meet in person soon and I can't 
wait for us to worship together in person again. If you'd 
like to receive the weekly in-home children's chapel 
emails please let me know at    
peaceuccyouthdirector@gmail.com. 

~ Ted Wilkinson 
Youth Director 

Visit www.peaceucc.com to 
contribute online through VANCO. 

June has been a big  month for 
Hands-On.  In addition to being 
the June Mission of the Month, we 
managed to deliver as many 
pillows as we did prior to 
COVID.  That figure is around 65, 
all going to 6 North at Cone 
Hospital instead of to 6 different 
entities.  This is  quite an achieve-
ment since members cannot meet 
together and are spread all over our area. 

Cone Health often sends very kind notes like the one 
below: 

We are continually humbled by the generosity of 
our community during this unprecedented event 
(COVID-19). Because of your support, Cone 
Health is able to support, to treat, and to protect 
our patients, our staff, and community during this 
pandemic.  … On behalf of everyone at Cone 
Health, we are so grateful for your donation.   

Thanks to all who are helping in this effort. 

 

 

Hands 
On 



 

 

Peace Church has an ongoing 
commitment to supply oatmeal 
to the Greensboro Urban 
Ministry Food Pantry on a 
monthly basis.  The first 
Sunday of each month is 
designated Oatmeal Sunday 
when everyone is encouraged 
to bring a one pound box of 
oatmeal or to donate $1.00 to 
purchase oatmeal. Donations 
are welcome at any time and 
can be placed in the basket under the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. There is an oatmeal box for monetary 
donations in the same location or your weekly offering 
envelopes can be used.  
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Many local seniors are homebound and struggle to 
obtain healthy meals. Hundreds have no one to talk with 
or check on them on a regular basis. When volunteers 
come to the door with a hot meal Monday through 
Friday, the food and visit help these seniors stay 
healthy and independent longer.  

During this time of self-isolation let us not forget that 
many local seniors are homebound and need our 

support to obtain healthy 
meals.  Although many of 
us who volunteer are not 
currently delivering meals, 
we can offer our financial 
support to Meals on Wheels 
so that staff members are 
able to deliver meals to 
hundreds who have no one 
to check on them 
regularly. These visits help 
seniors live independently 

and enjoy nutritious food.  Meals on Wheels is only one 
of many programs offered by Senior Resources of 
Guilford.  The support of individual donors, businesses, 
the faith community, civic groups, and foundations 
supplements local, state and federal funding.  Please 
consider a gift to Meals on Wheels as our mission this 
month and ensure that seniors continue to receive 
healthy food, a well-being check and a friendly face on 
a daily basis. 

You all know about "Oatmeal Sunday" and the Harris 
Teeter food drives, both for Greensboro Urban 
Ministry. 

But, did you know that since 2015,  Hands-On has 
provided dinner six times a year for the Family 
Shelter?  Originally, Peace UCC had at least 6 groups 
supporting the Shelter.  Now, for various reasons, it is 
only Hands-On from our church. 

The Family Shelter on East Wendover Avenue 
normally houses about 20 homeless persons for 
evenings and breakfast.  But, since COVID, they have 
been housing around 30 persons around the clock.  So 
their needs have drastically increased.  In the past, we 
have served the meals.  Now, we deliver the food to the 
staff. 

Hands-On members donate $10.00 a year to defray the 
expenses.  The food preparation team right now is only 
2 people, Sharon Mitchell and Theo Scott. We welcome 
anyone who would like to help in the process.  
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Over 100 Bibles Donated to 
Global Outreach Ministry   

On Tuesday, June 9th, Pastor Tom loaded up his car 
with five boxes filled with old Bibles. He drove down 
to Shelby, North Carolina (on the South Carolina 
border) and dropped off over 100 Bibles at Mount Sinai 
Baptist Church which packages and ships used Bibles 
to nations all over the world that have a shortage of 
Bibles.  

These Bibles were discovered in the office storage 
room (off the Bertha Work Room) by Janie and 
Darrell Clark who were cleaning out and straightening 
up the storage room. Rather than throw out these old 
Bibles, the Clarks located the Mount Sinai Baptist 
Church ministry and let them know of the biblical gifts 
we had. Pastor Tom delivered them and was welcomed 
with open arms from the Mount Sinai ladies who run 
this ministry (see photos above).   

Peace Church 
Recipe Corner 

Don and Abbie Wheeling 
would like to thank the 
congregation for their support 
during Don’s continuing fight 
against multiple myeloma.  Your 
cards, calls and prayers mean a 
lot and brightened some dreary 

days.  He is now on a lower, maintenance dose and will 
remain there until bloodwork requires a change.  It sure 
is nice to go to the Cancer Center only once a month 
instead of every week!  Pray with us that it will be a 
good while before he has to go back to full 
chemo.  Thanks again, Peace family! 

Creamy Cucumber Dill Soup 

2 lbs. cucumbers, peeled and 
seeded 
2 cloves garlic 
1/2 cup plain non-fat Greek 
yogurt 
3 (ish) Tbs. fresh squeezed 
lemon juice   
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil  
1 Tbs. fresh dill, chopped  
kosher salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste 
  
Directions: 
Puree in blender:  cucumbers, garlic, yogurt, lemon 
juice, adding olive oil while pureeing.  Pour into bowl.  
Stir in fresh chopped dill, salt and pepper.  Chill for at 
least 30 minutes before serving.   
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We had a great turnout and wonderful parking lot worship service on Pentecost Sunday.  These are a few pictures 
captured during the event.   

In addition to a great service, those in attendance enjoyed a PENTECOST surprise!  Folks attending our outdoor 
service on May 31 received a treat at the end. In place of the canceled March 15 PeaceCare 5th Anniversary 
reception, to-go lunches were handed out. This was not pre-announced, primarily because if the weather did not 
allow, it would have been a second cancellation.  So, we kept it under wraps.  Heaven knows, Tom wanted to share 
it, but he was sworn to secrecy! 

Each adult plate included a fruit cup, chicken croissant, one-half ham and cheese sandwich, cheese ball, turkey roll, 
cheese cube, macaron cookie and brownie.  There were smaller children's plates as well.  The food was served on a 
clear plastic plate inside a baggie. We had enough to send plates home for spouses, and we also delivered a few to 
shut-ins. A Pentecost bookmark was included with each plate. We hope everyone enjoyed the meals sponsored by 
our PeaceCare leaders. 

Special thanks to Ava Chambers, Sharon Mitchell, Heather Owen, Deb Shiner, and Abbie Wheeling, who 
prepared food and/or made the plates.  And, we were also helped by Madeline Owen. 

Appreciation to Lindsey Wilkinson for the photos you see here. 

Top row (L-R):  Pastor Tom, Ted and Ava leading the worship service from the tent; PeaceCare leaders, Deb Shiner, 
Abbie Wheeling, Heather Owen & Sharon Mitchell preparing to deliver lunches to those in attendance.   

Bottom Row (L-R):  Elisabeth Penry, our faithful music director/pianist; Kathryn Virgilio provided special music; the 
“Welcoming Committee” Linda Forotan, Hannah Summers, and Ted Wilkinson; PeaceCare leaders distributing lunch 
treats.   
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A Story from Camp  
Rev. Tom Martinez  

 
Many progressive Christians are well aware of Climate 
change, but aren't quite sure where to begin addressing 
it.  One way is through the power of story.  Arizona 
Interfaith Power and Light has hosted events that invite 
participants to share a story drawn from an experience 
in nature.  It might be an experience of God's sacred 
presence, a breathtaking sighting of a wild animal, 
being overwhelmed by the beauty of a sunset over the 
Grand Canyon—or all of the above!  Stories remind us 
of our connection to the natural world, to each other and 
to life's sacred depths, which we sometimes call God!    
  
My step-son Emilio told me a story when he got back 
from the SW Conference's summer camp up in the 
mountains of northern Arizona (yes we have some 
mountains up there!).   As he tells it, one night they 
were singing around a campfire, when a family of deer 
emerged from the woods.  His eyes lit up with 
excitement as he recounted the synchronicity of the 
experience.  "Here we were singing about not being 
alone," he exclaimed, "and this deer comes out of the 
woods and stops and looks right at me!  It was so cool" 
Nature is cool.  Sometimes we need to remind each 
other of that!  

Consider holding an event in which people are invited 
to tell each other their stories drawn from experiences in 
the natural world.  It's a great way to ease onto a path of 
engagement in these challenging times, and to celebrate 
the beauty and power of God's creation!    Resources: 
for folks who want to go deeper into the art and practice 
of story-telling, check out, Re-Creating a Life: Leaning 
How to Tell Our Most Life-Giving story (by Diane M. 
Millis, Ph. D., 2019).  And for those interested in 
spiritual direction there's, Reading Your Life's Story: an 
invitation to spiritual mentoring, by Keith R. 
Anderson.  And many people are finding story-telling 
useful in relation to social justice organizing, check out 
the work of Marshal Ganz who has pioneered an 
approach to public narrative using what he refers to as 
the story of self, the story of us and the story of now: 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCu-pW16Se8)    

(Note: The above reflection was read by Jane Ford 
during our Facebook livestream worship service on 
Sunday, June 14th.)  

While you are sitting at home, 
missing all of the things you used 
to do, let's add something to the 
mix. Why don't you just pick up the 
phone and call someone from 
church and let them know you care? This is the basis of 
PeaceCare… Connect, Communicate, Care. Some 
people are already doing it — some via the USPS.  We 
applaud this and would love to get more people on the 
bandwagon.  Cards are great, but many people are truly 
home alone, and that voice on the phone makes their 
day. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know some 
people you don't know very well. It is the chance to 
touch base with those you do know. It is the chance to 
call someone on our concern list. They have extra 
burdens right now, and some of them would love just a 
phone call. 

Please don't say, "I don't know how to do that."  Here is 
how: 

1. Make the call  

2. Identify yourself and say you attend Peace UCC 

3.  Ask the person how they are doing  

4. Address issue or make small talk 

5. End the call; feel good about it 

It is that simple. Do it today. Then try one call a 
week. All you need is a phone and a church 
directory.  It's a way to cure the COVID blues! 
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28 members of the family of Jean Jones (front/center) gathered at the home of her son and daughter-in-
law, Phililp and Susan Jones, on February 7-8-9, 2020, in Westchester, PA to celebrate a “major” birthday 
for their family matriarch.  A big celebration was held, followed by a quick trip by train over to New York 
City for some shopping and fun for a couple of days.  Jean doesn’t tell her age, but we can tell you she is 
quite remarkable for it! 

Photos clockwise from top left:  Jean at the piano; 
Jean with her 4 children: David, Bobby, Phillip & 
Janet; her 7 grandchildren, and Jean with her 6 great-
grandchildren.   



 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR JUNE 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 

REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
RECEIPTS 

NO REGULAR SERVICES DUE TO CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC   

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; Les Case; David Fesperman; Lucille Hege; Glen Hutchinson; 
Trish Larimer; Buddy Lippard; Sylvia Lippard; Carol MacDonald; Sally McGrogan; Abigail Miller-Warren; Sharon 
Mitchell; Jean Morgan; Jack & Marcy Neal; Jimmy Norred; Jean Scott; Jim & Cindy Spillers; Dale Starr; Nathan Vanden 
Heuvel; Abbie & Don Wheeling; Doris Yeattes. 

     Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Chris Barnes (nephew of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); Debbie Lillie Busch (daughter of Mary 
Lillie); Eric Chapman (nephew of Jane Ford); Janet Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); Ron Hindson (father-in-law of Amanda 
Hindson); David Kaynor (nephew of Debbie Kaynor); Betty Larimer (aunt of Trish Larimer); Michael Pauli (son of Dorothy Pauli); Beatrice 
Rosenthal (mother of David Dole); Annette Sarty (sister of Yvonne Poffenbaugh); Amy Wells (niece of David & Linda Fesperman).   

July Birthdays   

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & 
Friends, Plus Other Receipts 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 

 

20,633 71,708 69,077 2,631 

22,591 110,802 90,512 2,187 

    

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through May 31, 2020) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  1 
Yvonne Smothers 

2 3 
 

4 
 

5 
Jane Ford 
 

6 
Dylan Myers 

7 8 
 

9 
Bryn Bowen 

10 
Jason Haithcock 
Ashley Pearsall 

11 
 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
Adam Saunders 
Maria Smith 

16 17 
Frances Johnson 

18 

19 
Elizabeth Pearsall 

20 
Sean Bowen 

21 
Christy Pope 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Karen Dodd 
Elizabeth Hittepole 

25 
Eddie Myers 
 

26 
Karen Haver 

27 28 29 
Dale Bennett 

30 31  
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