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Inside this issue: A Global Mission Church 

The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 

We honor all the graduates 
associated with Peace Church this 

year!  See the full list on page 4.  

 

On Sunday, June 7th, we will have our first worship service back in our 
Sanctuary since the beginning of the Pandemic and the various “stay-at-home” 
directives and regulations we have been following to honor social distancing. We 
will follow state guidelines — social distancing in the pews, sanitized door knobs, 
hand sanitizer and  face masks for all who enter. For those who do not have a 
face mask, they will be available at the door (made by members of “Hands-
On”).  We will celebrate Communion and also have a chance to say our goodbyes 
to Mary Lillie who will be with us in worship for the last time as a local resident. We 
will continue to live-stream our worship service through Facebook. We hope to 
see you all there!! 
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As this is the final “perspective” I will write prior to my 
sabbatical, I wanted to use this space to share with you 
some basic concepts related to the theological study I 
will be doing during my sabbatical time. As most of 
you have read about previously, the focus of my time 
away will be on the historical moment in the life of 
Israel called “the Exile.” What is that? 

The Exile was a critical moment in the life of ancient 
Israel dated approximately from 587 B.C.E. (Before 
Common Era) when Babylon (modern day Iraq) 
invaded the southern kingdom of Judah and destroyed 
the capital city of Jerusalem and the temple there. Many 
of the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem, especially the 
leadership of the nation, were deported to Babylon 
where they stayed until roughly 539 B.C.E. when Persia 
(modern day Iran) became the regional power and 
allowed the Israelites to slowly return to Judah and 
Jerusalem and eventually rebuild the temple (although 
not their nation). 

For the Israelites the experience of Exile crushed their 
faith and left them wondering where their God was and 
why they were abandoned. They came to understand 
this abandonment as Yahweh’s savage judgment upon 
them as a disobedient and idolatrous community which 
the prophets had for so long been warning them about. 
“Thus,” according to UCC theologian Walter 
Brueggemann, “the exile, taken theologically, is 
presented in the Old Testament as the death of 
everything that gave identity to the life of Israel.” 

Having lost their land, their temple, their culture, and 
even as some feared, their status as God’s chosen 
people, Israel now was a community living in exile.  
They existed in a hostile foreign land, under a hostile 
foreign power, as a dislocated and largely remnant 
people who would need to reimagine their lives, their 
faith and their world to survive. Despite these dire 
circumstances, the exilic period turned out to be a 
creative and generative period for the Israelites, their 
faith understanding, and their biblical narrative. 

It is my hunch that exile is the world we, as mainline 
Protestants, live in today. Since 1960, each of the Seven 
Sisters of Mainline Protestantism (United Methodist 
Church, Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian Church USA, 
Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
American Baptist Churches, and the United Church of 
Christ) have suffered serious decline. The United 
Church of Christ, organized in 1957, began with 2.2 
million members and 8,248 local congregations. In 2019 
our membership stood at 824,000 scattered among 4,882 
congregations. The numbers are similar throughout the 
mainline denominations. 

So, my sabbatical goal is to do research so as to better 
understand the Israelite experience of exile. I hope to 
gain new insights in regard to how they arrived in exile 
and how they responded creatively in order to preserve 
their faith community and strengthen their faith identity 
under tremendously difficult circumstances. Then I will 
use such insight to reflect upon our own mainline 
Protestant dilemma in our modern American 21st 
century.  

If we are indeed, a church living in exile, what does this 
new situation call us to do? How can the ancient 
Israelite experience of exile help us to better understand 
our predicament, claim it, and creatively reinvent our 
church for a new, more faithful day. This will be the 
work of my sabbatical.   

Blessings, 
Pastor Tom  

Pastor Tom’s Final Sunday  
Before Sabbatical 

 
Sunday, June 28th will be Pastor Tom’s final 
Sunday before his sabbatical time begins. Please 
join us for a time of prayer and blessing for Tom’s 
sabbatical time to be restful, fruitful, and spiritually 
renewing. This will also be the Sunday when we 
celebrate the 63rd Anniversary of the United 
Church of Christ (actual date June 25th) which will 
allow us to celebrate our denomination and reflect 
upon what it means to be a member of the United 
Church of Christ. Join us for this very special 
service! 



 

 

By the time this appears in the June 
Peace Press we should have 
completed another month of 
livestreaming and non-traditional 
worship.  It has been a learning 
process.  In an effort to be sure we 
are legal in the music department, 

the church already had two copyright licenses – CCLI 
and OneLicense which together cover many 
publishers, composers, and artists. With the 
livestreaming, additional streaming licenses were 
required.   As the pandemic began unfolding, CCLI 
offered a discounted streaming price. OneLicense 
offered a free month of streaming followed by the 
option to extend the service. We expanded our 
coverage with both companies.  We do still have to be 
sure our music is covered by one or the other, but we 
are trying to be fair and legal to copyright holders and 
most importantly honest before God.  

It is with full support, yet definitely some sadness, that 
we are seeing Mary Lillie leave for Colorado.  She has 
been such an active part of the handbells and choir 
from the time she arrived at Peace – and she’s also 
spent some time playing her flute!  We will really miss 
her.  In addition, Mary has been active with children’s 
Sunday School, Hands-On, Consistory, and anything 
else she was asked to do.  She leaves with our prayers, 
our gratitude, and our love as she begins her new 
activities and life with her family in Colorado. 

Last month, we celebrated Mother’s Day, and I 
suggested you might want to ask your mother (if 
possible) what her favorite hymn is/was.  This month 
we have Father’s Day on the third Sunday, June 21st.  
In an effort to be balanced and fair, I am suggesting the 
same thing this month.  If possible, ask your father, or 
someone who knew your father, about his favorite 
hymn.  You may find out something inspirational that 
you never knew.  My father liked When They Ring the 
Golden Bells by Dion De Marbelle, which you usually 
hear me play as the Postlude on Father’s Day. 

And as always, in June, I want to request extra prayer for 
our school children all the way through college age as they 
are faced with summer.  This has certainly been an unusual 
and challenging year for our students, their parents, and 
school personnel. Seniors are not able to have their 
traditional graduation celebrations.  Teaching and learning 
have taken on new formats.  Please pray for education all 
around the world as the Pandemic is still presenting so 
many unknowns.   

Sunday, May 31st Drive-In Worship Service 
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Pentecost Sunday “Drive-In” Worship!! 
 
Please join us on Sunday, May 31st for our “Drive-
In” Pentecost Sunday worship service. We will meet 
at 10:45 a.m. in our main church parking lot to 
celebrate the “birthday of the church” as it is 
recognized through the story of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2: 1-21. This is a special Sunday 
as it is a “5th Sunday” in which we have a “Hymn 
Sing” as part of our worship. We will also receive 
our denominational “Strengthen the Church” 
offering which goes to support church growth and 
evangelism projects within the United Church of 
Christ. This will be a very special worship with a 
number of surprises. Please join us!! 

Trish Larimer would like to thank the 
congregation for all the cards and calls 
during the recovery from her accident.  
“You certainly made me feel cared for 
and I appreciate it… and all of you!” 
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We celebrate these 2020 graduates here at Peace Church 
and in our extended church family. We are proud of each 
of them! 

Emma Cain is graduating from South 
Mecklenburg High School this month. She will 
attend Queens University of Charlotte in the fall.  
Emma is the daughter of Shannon and Carol 
(Palmer) Cain, and the granddaughter of the late 
Mel  and Pat Palmer.   

Carson Chrismon graduated from North 
Carolina State University with a degree in 
Accounting, minoring in Entrepreneurship.  He 
will begin his studies this fall at NCSU for his 
Master’s Degree in Accounting. Carson is the 
grandson of Yvonne Smothers.    

Avery Fountain is graduating from Grimsley 
High School. She plans to take a gap year and then 
attend Sarah Lawrence College in Yonkers, New 
York. She is the daughter of Rob and Jen Fountain 
and was baptized at Peace Church in 2002. She is 
the granddaughter of Jimmy and Nora Norred.   

Hunter Glasser is graduating from Grimsley High 
School and will be moving on to UNC Charlotte 
this fall. Hunter is the grandson of Mike and Holly 
Williams. 

Olivia Jolliff is finishing her Post Masters 
Certificate in School Leadership and beginning 
work on her Doctorate in Educational Leadership, 
both at Appalachian State University. 

Charleston Harless is finishing 3rd grade at 
Lindley Elementary and going to 4th grade at 
Lindley in the fall.  Augustus Harless is finishing 
Pre-K at Childcare Network and will be going to 
kindergarten at Lindley Elementary School this 
fall.  Archibald Jolliff will be leaving the toddler 
room at Childcare Network and going into the 2-
year-old room in the fall! 

Congratulations to Ben and 
Kristdel Vestal on the birth 
of a son, Bodhi James 
Vestal, born on Friday, May 
22, 2020 in Wilmington, NC.  
Bodhi weighed 4.11 lbs, and 
17” long.  After a few extra 
days in the hospital, both 
mother and baby are doing 
great and enjoying being 
home together.  Sherri and 
Mark Vestal are the proud 
grandparents.   

Danielle Kluttz graduated from the University of 
Louisville and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Biology with Magna Cum Laude Honors. She is 
starting at the Indiana University School of 
Dentistry in July in Indianapolis, earning her DDS 
degree in 2024.  Her parents are Bill and Debbie 
Kluttz of Indianapolis, Indiana, and she is the 
granddaughter of Bill Kluttz, and niece of Sherri 
Kluttz.   

Carrinton Mauney graduated from the 
University of Pittsburgh—Major in Neuroscience 
and Minors in Chemistry, History and Spanish. 
She will attend John Hopkins to attend medical 
school. She is the niece of Melinda Summers.   

Kynadi Mauney (sister of Carrinton), has earned 
a Master’s Degree in Nursing from John Hopkins 
University.  Kynadi is also the niece of Melinda 
Summers.   

Taylor Grace Scott is graduating from T. L. 
Hanna High School in Anderson, SC.  She will 
attend Clemson University in the fall to study 
Psychology. Taylor is the daughter of David and 
Michelle Scott and the granddaughter of Jean Scott.  
She is also the niece of Una Lee Myers.  

Hannah Summers is being promoted from fifth 
grade at Monticello-Browns Summit Elementary to 
Revolution Academy sixth grade in the fall. She is 
the daughter of Chris and Melinda Summers. 



 

 

Peace Church has an ongoing 
commitment to supply oatmeal 
to the Greensboro Urban 
Ministry Food Pantry on a 
monthly basis.  The first 
Sunday of each month is 
designated Oatmeal Sunday 
when everyone is encouraged 
to bring a one pound box of 
oatmeal or to donate $1.00 to 
purchase oatmeal. Donations 
are welcome at any time and 
can be placed in the basket under the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. There is an oatmeal box for monetary 
donations in the same location or your weekly offering 
envelopes can be used.  
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If the above looks familiar to you, 
it is because it is a version of our 
heading in last year’s May 
newsletter.  It was true then, and 
due to COVID19, it is even more 
true this year. 

literally touched the 
medical environment when two 
members, Theo Scott and Yvonne 

Poffenbaugh made nearly 75 masks for Cone Hospital.  
They provided supplemental masks for nurses who were 
given a limited amount, and some went into gift bags 
(some with pillows as well).  The nurses had a special 
event to showcase what they received and sent notes to 
us to show their appreciation.  We are happy to have 
been given the opportunity by Nurse Jill Moore to help 
during this difficult time.   

Aside from our hospital mask-making, when three of 
our congregation’s seniors learned we were making 
masks, they requested some.  Each received at least two 
masks, and it was a pleasure to be able to accommodate 
their needs.    

While may not be able to hold work sessions, 
the work continues. We have to be very geographic in 
our efforts.  Pastor Tom delivered fabric to Bill Klutzz 
in McLeansville who cut about 100 pillows. Mary Lillie, 
Debbie Shiner, and Abbie Wheeling finished sewing, 
turning, and pressing  batches to be stuffed. Dorothy 
Pauli and David Peeler in southwest Greensboro and 
High Point have been cutting and stuffing 
pillows.  Sherri Kluttz closed a considerable batch of 
pillows.  And Yvonne, in Kernersville,  and Theo, in 
southwest Greensboro, also cut, stuffed, and closed 
pillows at  home. 

There are still some projects out for completion.  But, 
the bottom line is that May deliveries will match April’s 
at about 50 pillows.  Hopefully, we will be able to keep 

Hands 
On 

up this pace which works because limited entities are 
accepting pillows now. Palliative Care, Cancer Surgery, 
and Orthopedics Units at Cone remain very appreciative 
when they receive our donations. 

So, as we say… is still on the move!  Loving 
hands… touching lives when it is most necessary. We 
appreciate the support of the congregation which allows 
us to take on new projects that help improve the quality 
of people’s lives. 



 

 

June, 2020 Page 6 

Top right:  Harold and David soliciting Oatmeal for GUM, 
after lining parking spaces to keep open for social 
distancing.   

Bottom center: The Welcoming Committee! 

Bottom right:  Communion bread & juice… a little different 
than we are accustomed to, but still effective. 

Bill Kluttz is a great-grandpa! Twin babies born on 
Monday, May 4, 2020.  Baby girl, Audrey weighed 6.5 lbs and 
Baby boy, Whitaker also weighed 6.5 lbs. All are healthy and 
doing well! 
 
The parents are Nicholas Johnson and Ashley (Kluttz) Johnson.  
Ashley is Sherri Kluttz’s brother, Robert’s daughter.  
Congratulations to all the Kluttz family! 
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Work on the History Room has been on hold during the 
corona virus pandemic. The committee is anxious to 
begin work, hopefully by the first week in June. 

1. We will start by boxing and storing materials that 
are presently in the History/Library room and in 
other storage areas of the Church. The History 
items will be inventoried and marked.   

2. After all these materials are packed and stored in a 
safe place, work will begin on the repairs to the 
room. The committee has examined the room and 
concluded that it needs: new blinds, repair and 
painting of walls, new metal bookshelves, display 
cabinets and new floor covering. A dehumidifier will 
be needed to prevent deterioration of materials and 
possibly a new window air conditioner. Darrell Clark 
is a former construction supervisor and has agreed 
to coordinate the repairs. He can repair the wall. 
Larry Clapp has volunteered to do painting and 
would like help.  

3. As soon as the room is ready, we will begin 
receiving and organizing any materials, pictures, 
and memory notes that church members are willing 
to donate. Any materials from 1903 to the present 
will be appreciated. Any pictures of baptisms, 
confirmations, and weddings are desired as well as 
special events. Jean Jones has begun gathering 
materials from her father, Rev. Hoy Fesperman’s 
time as pastor. We are seeking pictures and 
materials from any of the pastors.  Doris Yeattes 
has contributed notebooks of Southern Conference 
newsletters since the beginning in 1964!! 

 Please keep collecting! Go on a treasure hunt! We 
 will copy and return any pictures that you want to 
 keep. 

4. The final and the most difficult step will be arranging 
and displaying materials in the newly decorated room. 

As soon as the committee can meet, we will appoint a 
treasurer and can begin receiving contributions to offset 
the costs. A list of contributors and the people they 
honor will be posted in the completed History Room. 
We have already received a $100 contribution. 

The History Committee: Nora Norred, Coordinator                 
Jeanne Bryan, Ava Chambers, Larry Clapp, Darrell Clark, David 
Fesperman, Linda Fesperman, Una Lee Meyers, Doris Yeattes;  

ad hoc — Rev. Jimmy Norred and Rev. Tom Warren  

Peace Church 
Recipe Corner 

The Father's Day Bulletin 
Insert is sponsored this year by 
the Women’s Fellowship. We will 
determine what organization will 
benefit from the donations we 
collect and that information will 
be provided as soon as the 
Women’s Fellowship can meet and make that 
decision. 

Sign up to honor or remember a special father in 
your life. Sign up in the Narthex or call the 
church office by June 14th.    

Strawberry Pretzel Salad 

2 cups finely crushed pretzels 
½ cup sugar, divided 
2/3 cup butter, melted 
1½ pkg. (8 oz. each) cream 
cheese, softened 
2 Tbs. milk 
1 cup thawed COOL WHIP 
Whipped Topping 
2 cups boiling water 
1 pkg. (6 oz.) JELL-O Strawberry 
Flavored Gelatin 
1½ cups cold water 
4 cups fresh strawberries, sliced 
  
Heat oven to 350°F.  Mix pretzel crumbs, 1/4 cup sugar 
and butter; press onto bottom of 13x9-inch pan. Bake 10 
minutes. Cool.  

Beat cream cheese, remaining sugar and milk until 
blended. Stir in COOL WHIP; spread over crust. 
Refrigerate.  

Add boiling water to gelatin mix in large bowl; stir 2 
minutes  until completely dissolved. Stir in cold water. 
Refrigerate 1-1/2 hours or until thickened.  Stir berries 
into gelatin; spoon over cream cheese layer. Refrigerate 
3 hours or until firm.  

(Make it Easy:  Substitute 1 pkg. (20 oz.) frozen whole 
strawberries, sliced, for the fresh strawberries. Stir into 
gelatin mix along with the cold water. Refrigerate 10 to 
15 min. or until thickened; spoon over cream cheese 
layer. Continue as directed.) 
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On Thursday, June 11th, 
we are planning to have 
our first Ministry Team 
meetings. Our teams will 
meet at 6:00pm with each 

team gathering in their own location in the church. 
Congregational & Community Outreach Team will meet 
in the Parlor; Church Mission Team will meet in the 
Bertha Work Room; Finance & Stewardship Team will 
meet in the Children’s Sunday School Room; Sunday 
Morning Worship Team will meet in the Preparation 
Room. We will begin with a brief prayer time in the 
Sanctuary, then break into our team meetings, and 
regather at 7:30 p.m. for a concluding reflection and 
prayer. We need “all hands on deck” so if you have not 
signed-up for a team yet, please just come and join in 
with the team to which you feel most called!!  

Visit www.peaceucc.com to 
contribute online through VANCO. 

Saying So Long to a  
Dear Church Member 

 
On Sunday, June 7th all Peace 
Church members and friends are 
invited to worship which will be our 
last chance to say goodbye to our 
long time and beloved church 
member Mary Lillie. After caring for her husband Jim 
for many years, upon his passing (April 3, 2019) it 
became clear that the time had come for Mary to move 
to Denver, Colorado to live with her family. On June 7th 
Mary will be in church with her daughter Amy and 
granddaughter Anna who will be here to help Mary pack 
up her belongings and then make the drive out to 
Colorado during the second week of June. 

Mary has been very active in our 
church as a choir member, Sunday 
School teacher, Spring Carnival 
volunteer, Christian Education 
Committee member, pillow sewer 
for Hands-On, coordinator of one 
of our Mission Child 
relationships, Women’s 
Fellowship, a Mobile Meals 
volunteer, and most recently as a 
member of the Consistory. She 

also volunteered in a local elementary school and was 
the sole instructor of Scottish dance at the Cultural Arts 
Center in Greensboro. 

We are certainly going to miss Mary terribly. Be with us 
on June 7th so that we can say goodbye and share our 
deepest prayers of blessing for her and as she begins the 
next stage of her life in Colorado. We thank you Mary 
for your many years of faith, commitment, and service as 
part of our Peace Church family. 

A Short Story About Silence  
Rev. Peter Sawtell  

 
A few years ago, I spoke with a young woman about 
the work of my non-profit agency, which helps 
churches develop environmental perspectives in their 
worship, education, buildings and advocacy.  

She responded with both surprise and delight. Her brief 
comment spoke eloquently to me about the need for 
churches to speak up: "I've always been involved in the 
church, and I've always cared deeply for the 
environment. But I never heard the church talk about 
the environment, so I thought I was wrong."   

For whatever reason, the church has often been silent 
about the need to care for God's creation. Most 
churches recognize the need to speak and act about 
issues of human rights and social justice. We have not 
done as well in extending our concern beyond the 
human realm.  

Our silence sends a powerful message. As the woman 
felt so clearly from her years of church life, silence 
speaks a loud message: This is not important! This is 
not even deserving of my interest and my attention.  
  
These weekly Kairos Moments are one way for your 
church to break the silence.  

(Note: The above reflection was read by Jane Ford during our 
Facebook livestream worship service on Sunday, May 24th.)  



 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR MAY 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 

REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
RECEIPTS 

NO SERVICES IN MAY DUE TO CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC   

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; Les Case; David Fesperman; Lucille Hege; Glen Hutchinson; 
Trish Larimer; Buddy Lippard; Sylvia Lippard; Carol MacDonald; Sally McGrogan; Abigail Miller-Warren; Sharon 
Mitchell; Jean Morgan; Jack & Marcy Neal; Jean Scott; Jim & Cindy Spillers; Dale Starr; Nathan Vanden Heuvel; Abbie 
& Don Wheeling; Doris Yeattes. 

     Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Chris Barnes (nephew of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); Debbie Lillie Busch (daughter of Mary 
Lillie); Eric Chapman (nephew of Jane Ford); Janet Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); Ron Hindson (father-in-law of Amanda 
Hindson); David Kaynor (nephew of Debbie Kaynor); Betty Larimer (aunt of Trish Larimer); Michael Pauli (son of Dorothy Pauli); Beatrice 
Rosenthal (mother of David Dole); Annette Sarty (sister of Yvonne Poffenbaugh); Amy Wells (niece of David & Linda Fesperman).   

June Birthdays   

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & Friends, 
Plus Other Receipts 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR APRIL ARE UNAVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. 

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through April 30, 2020) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
Gary Blocker 

2 
Roger True 

3 
Dustin Hittepole 

4 
Jeff Hindson 
Hannah Summers 
John Syster 

5 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Jean Morgan 
 

9 
Susie Cressman 

10 
 

11 
Amanda Hindson 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Gabrielle Baker 
Emily Blocker Roy 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Cassidy True 
 

19 
 

20 

21 22 
Ted Wilkinson 
 

23 24 
 

25 
 

26 
Lyra Bowen 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Chris Case 

30     
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