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Inside this issue: A Global Mission Church 

The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 

Join us in the church parking lot on Sunday, May 3rd for Sunday worship service!  We ask 
that all participants enter the church parking lot from Lindell Avenue and then at the 
conclusion of the service to use the Market Street exit. Everyone will remain in their 
vehicles, and we will have sound set up so that everyone can hear the service.  Also, 
remember that this will be our First Sunday Oatmeal offering for Greensboro Urban 
Ministry. Additionally, we will have communion and receive an offering as is usual in our 
regular services. We look forward to a very special time of worship “together”. 
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While I am largely “over it” and ready for this 
pandemic to come to an end, I will say that I have found 
aspects of this entire situation quite interesting. Much is 
being revealed about our country, the mindset of our 
nation, our healthcare system, the economy, and larger 
global issues as well. Of particular interest has been 
some of the “religious” reactions that I have seen and 
heard. 

Early on in the pandemic, I was at my local pharmacy 
and in a conversation with one of the women who work 
there. We chatted about the coronavirus, both 
acknowledging our concerns and fears related to the 
then just emerging pandemic. Yet, out of nowhere, in 
the middle of our conversation, she blurted out “I’ve 
got no worries. I’m washed in the blood and God will 
protect me.” While internally cringing at such a 
statement, realizing that people employ all kinds of 
psychological mechanisms to get through scary life 
situations, I simply smiled and moved on in the 
conversation. We are all vulnerable, regardless of our 
personal levels of faith. 

I hold similar fascinations related to all the conspiracies 
that people have latched onto in regard to this 
pandemic. Is the coronavirus an act of biological 
warfare from the Chinese? Is it related to 5G cellular 
communications technologies?  Maybe it’s because the 
World Health Organization fell down on the job! And 
what does Bill Gates have to do with it? These and 
many other conspiracies (you can google any of them) 
are out there for the taking. After all, we do long to 
make sense of this global crisis one way of another. 

As people of mainline, Protestant faith, we have always 
granted equal importance to faith, science, intellectual 
inquiry, and rational decision making. When we enter 
the church for worship each week, we don’t leave our 
brains at the door. We are called to love God with all 
our hearts, all our souls, and all of our mental capacity. 

Being faithful also means being thoughtful… and 
responsible. 

As this pandemic continues on into an unknown future, 
our call to faith hasn’t really changed. Jesus would have 
us love God and neighbor - in socially responsible ways. 
Our creator God gave us the intellectual ability to think, 
make rational decisions, explore the horizons of science 
in search of the vaccine that will come, and place the 
well-being of the human community first and foremost.  

We will get through this, one way or another. The 
questions are “What will we learn from this 
experience?” “Does the faith we hold help us or place us 
and others in danger?” “Are we strong in a responsible 
and engaged faith or deeply frightened and susceptible 
to the wild-eyed rantings of modern-day prophets of 
doom?”  

It is a strange, disorienting, and powerful moment in 
history. Yet God is with us through it all, so stay 
tuned...while practicing social distancing, of course. 

~ Pastor Tom    

Hey Peace Family! I hope everyone is remaining safe. 
The children of Peace and I are missing being able to 
meet in community each week, as I'm sure we all are, 
but to continue their religious education, I've been send-
ing the at-home children's chapel lessons! Each of 
these include a Bible 
lesson, fun game, 
and a scripture in-
spired craft, as well 
as coloring pages 
and word search. For 
Palm Sunday we 
played “Pin the Tail 
on Jesus' Donkey” 
and made “Welcome 
Jesus!” signs. For 
Easter we played a 
game of “Mary's 
Dash” and made little 
empty tombs. Hope-
fully it will be safe to 
meet again in person soon, but until then we will contin-
ue to have fun and learn about Jesus at home. If you'd 
like to receive these packets via email for you or yours 
please email me at peaceuccyouthdirector@gmail.com. 



 

 

CONSISTORY CORNER Articles for the May newsletter have 
to be written in April, and currently 
as I type we are still under the State 
social distancing/stay-at-home order 
and livestreaming on Sundays.  By 
the time this is published, we’ll see 
where we are! 

Whatever the status may be, there are still two Sundays 
in May that we celebrate with specific remembrances.  
The first is Mother’s Day on the second Sunday, May 
10th.  Do you know if your mother has/had a favorite 
hymn?  If you don’t, and it is still possible, why not ask 
her and find out?  Of course, there are numerous 
reasons why it might not be possible, but if you can, it 
could be inspiring to see what you might learn.  My 
mom particularly liked the hymn Take My Life which is 
found on page 609 in our hymnal.  Mom was a lifelong 
Methodist, and this hymn is sung to a different tune in 
that denomination, but the words are the same and were 
written by Frances R. Havergal in 1874.  It is a hymn of 
complete devotion to God.  All parts of one’s life are 
presented to Him – life, hands, feet, voice, wealth, 
mind, will, heart, love – everything is given to Him.  
This is the lesson I learned from my mom, and the 
lifestyle I saw her live.  

Secondly, Pentecost Sunday which is fifty days after 
Easter is in May this year. That makes Pentecost May 
31st. Traditionally we use the John W. Peterson anthem, 
Come, Holy Spirit, in our Pentecost worship, and my 
plan is to include it somewhere in the service this year.  
Please spend some time during the month meditating 
on the words, come, Holy Spirit.  There is a lot included 
in those three words including: 

V reading and studying the events of Pentecost as 
recorded in the Book of Acts;  

V an earnest prayer asking for help and guidance;  

V a desperate request for intervention in personal or 
world situations. 

These are only a start since the Holy Spirit is limitless! 
Spend some time praying and see what guidance and 
inspiration the Holy Spirit gives you! 

~ Elisabeth Penry 
Music Director 
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Our Consistory met on Sunday, April 19 via Zoom! That 
was a first, but a blessing to be able to “meet” and 
continue our work for Peace Church.   

We greatly appreciate all members who continue to 
support Peace Church financially while we are all 
unable to worship together. As a reminder, you may 
mail your gift or enroll in our online contribution service 
(Vanco).  

As we explore different ways to worship together, the 
Consistory decided to hold our Sunday, May 3rc 
worship service in the parking lot. We are working on 
the logistics of the service. May 3 is the first Sunday in 
May which is Oatmeal Sunday and Holy Communion. 
You may bring your donation for Greensboro Urban 
Ministry. Also, we will celebrate Holy Communion, I 
have ordered pre-filled communion cups with wafers for 
distribution. Consistory members will be on hand to 
assist during the service. We hope you will join us! 

Although we have canceled all events for May, we did 
re-schedule the Church Team Meeting for Thursday, 
June 4 at 6:00pm. We will provide a light meal and then 
break into our teams. 

As we continue to shelter in place, Peace Church's 
ministry does not stop! God is our refuge and our 
strength. 

Blessings, 
Ava Chambers 

Consistory President 

Please notify the church 
office by May 20th if you 
have a child or family member 
who is graduating from any 
level of school — 
kindergarten, grade school, 

middle school, high school, college…  We would 
like to “brag” a little on our church family in the 
June issue of the newsletter!  In this 
unprecedented time in our society, we don’t know 
what the next few weeks hold for our students, but 
if they are preparing for graduation at any level, we 
want to recognize them and help celebrate them! 
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to know  how they are getting along.  Brighten 
someone's day, and give them a reason to smile during 
this time when we can't even remember what day it is. 

God is still on the throne.  We need to keep believing 
and sharing that belief with everyone with whom 
we  CONNECT.  Let people know we truly CARE by 
COMMUNICATING with them. 

PeaceCare Chair 

Dear Friends, 

If ever there was a time when we 
all need to lift up each other, it is 
now.  So please, every few days, 
pick up the phone and call 
someone from our church 
family. Tell them you just wanted 

Strengthen the Church (STC) is a special mission 
offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. 
Shared at the conference and national levels, STC 
largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders 
for new churches in parts of the country where the UCC 
voice has not been heard. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new 
ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken 
new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual 
life in our youth and young adults. 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the 
expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 
congregations. Your support of this offering will help 
the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just 
world for all by investing in new ministries and 
practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. 

The Strengthen the Church offering will be received 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020.  Please give 
generously.   

With love and great pride,  this month we honor  
our mothers…  …and our veterans    

The work of Hands-On is continuing 
during the Pandemic.  We have had 
50 pillows delivered to Cone's 
Palliative Care and Cancer Surgery 
units. Other recipients declined 
delivery during the Pandemic.  About 
50 more pillows are in stages of 
processing. 

Our Cone departments also requested help with face 
masks.  Theo Scott and Yvonne Poffenbaugh made 
them, and 75 have been delivered to the hospital. The 
nurses sent a lovely thank-you note.  The masks will be 
used by nurses in non-Covid19 areas. 

Our need right now is for more machine sewers since 
Mary Lillie will be moving soon.  This is a huge loss for 
Hands-On, but we all understand and wish the best for 
Mary. If you know anyone who can help sew the 
pillows, please let Theo know. 

We look forward to resuming the work together soon. 

Hand
On 
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On Wednesday, April 22nd, the Sabbatical Support 
Team met virtually through the Zoom online meeting 
platform. This team, comprised of John Syster, Jeanne 
Bryan, Ava Chambers, Jimmy Norred, and Amy 
Williams, is assisting Pastor Tom as he continues to 
make plans for his upcoming sabbatical time which 
takes place July 1st through September 30th. The team 
worked on a number of issues related to Pastor Tom’s 
sabbatical absence: 

1. Ava Chambers, John Syster, and Amy Williams will 
be working together to have all worship services 
planned and covered with guest preachers and lay 
worship leadership. Preaching will be done by 
retired clergy members of Peace Church, other 
retired clergy in the Greensboro area, and the soon-
to-be-ordained Ted Wilkinson. Additionally, a 
variety of services will be led by some of our very 
talented lay leadership. The Sabbatical Support 
Team hopes to introduce some creative, fun, and 
non-traditional elements into worship services 
during this time.  

2. Jeanne Bryan, John Syster, and Ted Wilkinson will 
be putting in place a system of pastoral care 
coverage while Pastor Tom is absent. This also will 
include ordained clergy “on call” (John Syster & 
Ted Wilkinson) as well as lay leadership and our 
PeaceCare ministry. John Syster will be organizing 
“follow-up” care for church visitors who join us for 
Sunday morning worship.   

3. While on sabbatical, Pastor Tom will be busy in at 
least three areas:  

· Reading and writing about the biblical concept of 
“exile” as a theological model for the church in 
contemporary modern America. How do we 
preserve and strengthen our Christian identity and 
ministry in the midst of a cultural landscape that 
is no longer shaped by traditional Christian ideas 
and institutional priorities? What are the “exilic” 
communities in our midst today in 2020? How do 
they survive and thrive in a “foreign land”?  

· Engaging in a one-on-one tutoring process or 
formal class to learn Spanish to an extent that it 
will enhance his ministry to the Cuban people 
through the UCC Cuba Study Seminar and 

perhaps lead to new ministry opportunities 
reaching out to the Hispanic community in 
Guilford County.   

· Pastor Tom will be absent for a total of 13 
Sundays. During this time he will be attending a 
variety of local church services to connect with 
and learn about the Guilford County Hispanic 
community and also to engage in and experience 
worship styles different from our traditional, 
mainline Protestant worship. He hopes to be in 
Hispanic churches for half the time and in a 
variety of other church settings for the other 
Sundays. 

Pastor Tom will include time during his sabbatical to 
rest, pray, hike, and take care of his mental, spiritual, 
and physical self. 

While on sabbatical Pastor Tom will have no formal 
church responsibilities or contacts with the congregation 
or congregational concerns, but he will remain “in 
touch” by providing email updates each week as part of 
our Friday congregational emails. He will share with the 
congregation all that he is doing, learning, and 
experiencing.   

Pastor Tom’s sabbatical plans will continue to fall into 
place as we move toward July. The Sabbatical Support 
Team will keep the congregation informed of all 
developments going forward. Please feel free to reach 
out to any member of the team or Pastor Tom if you 
have questions, concerns, or ideas to share.  

— Sabbatical Support Team:   
Jeanne Bryan, Ava Chambers, Jimmy Norred,  

John Syster, and Amy Williams 
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Peace Church is on 
the verge of 
beginning its new 
Ministry Teams 
structure. While we 
were scheduled to 

have our first “Ministry Team Night” in April, the 
global corona virus pandemic took care of that! But 
none-the-less, the structure is in place and we are ready 
to go! We are tentatively planning to have our first 
Team Meeting Night on Thursday, June 4th at 6:00pm. 
Here is a reminder of those teams, their mission, and 
those who have signed-up to serve on each team. 

Congregational & Community Outreach Team 
Mission — Offer one-on-one care to church members 
in times of need and organize a rich community life for 
our congregation; to spread the word about Peace 
United Church of Christ through advertising and being 
present in the local community and wider world. 

Team Members: Ava Chambers, Grant Jolliff, Olivia 
Jolliff, Trish Larimer, Mary Lillie, Kathryn Virgilio, 
Amy Williams, and……….. 

Church Mission Team 
Mission — To help others by spreading Gospel love, 
whenever and wherever we can, both inside and outside 
the walls of Peace Church. 

Team Members: Ava Chambers, Debbie Kaynor, Trish 
Larimer, Kim Miller, Nora Norred, Dorothy Pauli, Deb 
Shiner, Cindy Spillers, Audrey Summers, Melinda 
Summers, Amy Williams and………… 

Finance & Stewardship Team 
Mission — To evaluate and oversee our internal and 
external ministry potential and to oversee the fiscal and 
physical resources of our church including staff, 
facilities, and grounds.  

Team Members: Ava Chambers, Darrell Clark, Janie 
Clark, Linda Forotan, Karen Haver, Russ Haver, Harold 
Poffenbaugh, Yvonne Poffenbaugh, Melinda Summers 
and…….. 

Sunday Morning Worship Team 

Mission — To work toward a holistic and continuous 
spiritual development program for all ages implemented 
through Sunday morning worship, study opportunities, 
fellowship, weekly sanctuary and worship preparations,  

On Sunday, April 19 the Consistory voted to approve the 
proposed Opening and Affirming Covenant.  

We present this to our members now 
for your review and plan to hold an in 
person Town Meeting once we are 
allowed to meet again. Please give 
prayerful consideration to this 
covenant. 

We appreciate and thank the Open and Affirming Team for 
their hard work - Jeanne Bryan and John Syster Co-chairs, 
and Olivia Jolliff, Trish Larimer, and Jean Morgan. 

Open and Affirming Covenant 

Peace United Church of Christ of Greensboro, North Carolina 
is created to provide a place for all people to worship God, 
serve God and humanity and grow in faith and fellowship. We 
believe all persons are created in God's image and are loved, 
valued, and blessed equally by God. 

This community of faith is an open and affirming congregation 
which seeks in response to the teachings of Jesus Christ to 
welcome all persons, including those of all races, ethnicities, 
ages, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions 
across the spectrum, family structures, faith backgrounds, 
abilities and economic circumstances. All persons are invited 
to fully share and participate in leadership ministry, fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of 
our church family. 

(continued “Ministry Teams” article…) 

and the fostering of a healthy and transparent relationship 
between the pastor and the congregation. 

Team Members: Jeanne Bryan, Ava Chambers, Clodagh 
Leszinski, Jimmy Norred, Rick Owen, Deb Shiner, Lee 
Vanden Heuvel, Nathan Venden Heuvel, Abbie 
Wheeling, Ted Wilkinson, and……..  

Please note that our hope is to have every member of our 
congregation involved in one of these teams, so if you’re 
not on one yet please let Ava Chambers know which 
team you would like to serve on and you’ll be on board. 
It’s that easy! 
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We extend our deepest 
sympathy to Jim Shoffner and 
all the family and friends of 
long-time Peace Church 
member, Mrs. Betty Thomas 
Shoffner, who died on Friday, 
April 18, 2020, in Wilmington, 
NC.   

Everyone talks about Betty 
Shoffner's smile. Her smile was 
so bright and joyful. She has 
now turned that beautiful smile 

toward Jesus and is rejoicing to worship him forever. 
Betty was born April 3, 1936 in Greensboro NC to Nina 
Pearl Keen and Charles Edward Thomas. She was older 
sister to Faye, Pam, Donna, Sharon, Verna and Junior. 
She was sister-in-law to Dan and Sandy Shoffner.  

Betty met her husband of 61 years, Jim Shoffner, during 
their high school years and they married February 14, 
1959. Jim and Betty lived in Greensboro most of their 
married life. Only her love of family and anticipation of 
the birth of her first grandchild could convince her to 
leave her deep friendships and all her family in 
Greensboro to move to Wilmington, NC. In 2010, she 
and Jim packed up their home of more than 40 years on 
Hill-N-Dale Dr and set up house a mile from Michael 
and Kristen so that they could be near their 
grandchildren. Carter and Kaitlyn brought so much joy 
to Betty in the last years of her life. If it was possible for 
her smile to get any brighter, it did so for them.  

Osteoporosis and scoliosis meant that Betty lost the 
ability to move freely and without pain as she aged. 
Later, Alzheimer's clouded her mind and robbed her of 
her short-term memory. But it could not rob her of her 
deep faith. On Saturday morning April 18, 2020, the 
Lord Jesus ushered Betty into her resurrection body. 
She now walks straight and strong, free of pain. Her 
mind is clear. She is loving her Lord and receiving his 
love for her.  

Betty leaves behind her husband of 61 years, Jim; her 
daughter Terri and husband Frank Shell; son Michael 
and wife Kristen and their children Carter and Kaitlyn; 
her aforementioned sisters and brother; many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and nephews.  

The family will hold a private memorial shortly after 
her death. A celebration of life will be announced 
sometime later in the spring or summer.  

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Good 
Shepherd Center, Wilmington NC or the Food Bank of 
Central and Eastern NC.  

If you need a mask to stay 
safe while going out in 
public, Lindsey Wilkinson 
is currently making them. 
Various patterned fabrics, 
triple 100% cotton layers 
with pocket in back for 
optional additional filter 
insert. $10 donation appreciated.  If you'd like one 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  L i n d s e y  W i l k i n s o n 
at lejordan5783@gmail.com to place an order.  

Visit www.peaceucc.com to 
contribute online through VANCO. 

Sadly, the Women's Fellowship had to cancel our 
annual Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet this year. The 
Banquet has been a tradition at Peace Church for over 
75 years and we will miss enjoying the event with one 
another. 

 

 

The regular monthly Women’s Fellowship meeting will 
not be held on May 5 due to Covid19.  We may try to 
meet later in the month depending on the situation. We 
hope all of you are safely sheltering at home and that 
we all get out soon. 



 

 

Peace United Church of Christ 
2714 W. Market St. 
Greensboro, NC  27403 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Creation Justice… 
Defending God’s Holy Work 
 
On Sunday, March 1st, Peace Church had its 2020 
Annual Meeting. At this meeting we voted affirmatively 
to support the following resolution in regard to 
becoming a Creation Justice Church. Here, as a 
reminder, is that resolution:  
 
Creation Justice Church Resolution 
 
Whereas the Christian faith acknowledges that the 
biblical God is the creator of all that is... 
 
Whereas our biblical faith calls us to be passionate 
about what God is passionate about... 
 
Whereas the God of creation, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, calls us to live in harmony with all of creation; 
human, animal, and environmental... 
 
Whereas God's creation is now under serious threat of destruction from the forces of modern life, including war, 
consumerism, overpopulation, environmental pollution, and unsustainable use of natural resources... 
 
We resolve to engage in the United Church of Christ's six-step process of study, discussion, discernment, prayer, 
and action to move toward becoming a Creation Justice Congregation as recognized and designated by the United 
Church of Christ's Creation Justice Church Initiative.  
 
Part of this resolution stresses the importance of studying and reading about environmental issues that currently 
affect our lives and the future of the planet. Here are some resources to assist folks in getting self-educated about 
these crucial matters. These are all powerful books so feel free to pick one and start reading!  
 

1. The Faraway Nearby by Rebecca Solnit  
2. This Changes Everything by Naomi Klein  
3. Our Only World by Wendell Berry  
4. Great Tide Rising by Kathleen Dean Moore  
5. Earth by  Bill McKibbin  
6. The Truth About Stories by Thomas King  
7. Cathedral on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by UCC Environmental Justice 
 Minister Brooks Berndt 



 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR APRIL 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 

REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
RECEIPTS 

NO SERVICES IN APRIL DUE TO CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC   

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; David Fesperman; Lucille Hege; David Hirano; Glen 
Hutchinson; Buddy Lippard; Sylvia Lippard; Carol MacDonald; Sally McGrogan; Abigail Miller-Warren; Sharon Mitchell; 
Jean Morgan; Jack & Marcy Neal; Jean Scott; Dale Starr; Nathan Vanden Heuvel; Abbie & Don Wheeling; Doris 
Yeattes. 

     Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Chris Barnes (nephew of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); Debbie Lillie Busch (daughter of Mary 
Lillie); Eric Chapman (nephew of Jane Ford); Janet Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); Ron Hindson (father-in-law of Amanda 
Hindson); David Kaynor (nephew of Debbie Kaynor); Betty Larimer (aunt of Trish Larimer); Michael Pauli (son of Dorothy Pauli); Beatrice 
Rosenthal (mother of David Dole); Annette Sarty (sister of Yvonne Poffenbaugh); Jim Shoffner; Amy Wells (niece of David & Linda 
Fesperman).   

May Birthdays   

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & Friends, 
Plus Other Receipts 11,033 42,865 40,766 2,099 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 17,099 51,484 54,021 (2,537) 

OGHS, Blankets+ 395    

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through March 31, 2020) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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3 4 5 6 
Audrey Summers 
 

7 
Lindsey Wilkinson 

8 
Haley Lambe Williams 
 

9 

10 11 12 
Miriam Dieterly 
Melinda Summers 

13 
Kelly Wyrick 

14 15 
Rick Owen 

16 

17 18 19 20 
Una Lee Myers 

21 
Evie Williams 

22 
Marie Hearn 

23 
Les Case 

24 
 

25 26 
Ava Chambers 
Susan Kirschner 

27 
Evey Bowen 

28 29 30 
31 


