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Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:    A Global Mission Church 

The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 
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Congregational Meeting Sunday, February 17th 

We will have a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 17th following the worship 

service for discussion and approval of the 2019 Mission Spending Plan (Budget).   

On Saturday, March 2nd, we will have our annual Jambalaya Sale, this year 
adding an INDOOR Yard Sale to the festivities. The event will be from 8:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up in the Narthex to pre-order your 
Jambalaya, which is $8 per order. 

For the Yard Sale we need 1). Good quality household items donated which can 
be brought to the Fellowship Hall any time up until February 27th; and 2). 
Volunteers to work the sale as cashiers and to help Rick Owen with food 
preparation on Thursday night (2/28) and Friday (3/1) during the day. We are 
anticipating a great event so please join in as you are able!!   
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As I write this, I am in the final stages of packing for my 
trip to Cuba. There are so many things to get ready and 
check lists to go over. As many of you know, when 
traveling overseas (even only 90 miles overseas!), 
you’ve got to be prepared with all the supplies! 

Being in a “foreign” land is always exciting, and 
sometimes quite challenging. My Spanish language 
skills are not so good (can you say Spanglish?), so 
communication is typically a challenge. Some Cuban 
cultural practices are different, so being attentive to how 
people engage with you is always important. I always 
try my best not to look like a fool, but luckily I can 
usually laugh at myself so awkward situations are 
minimized. 

The one thing that is always familiar and comforting 
when traveling to Cuba is the love of the Christian 
church. Over the course of our 15 days on the island, 
our group will worship at two different Baptist churches 
(Ebenezer in Havana and First Baptist in Santiago), visit 
three different Christian seminaries (Matanzas, Los 
Pinos, & Baptist Seminary in Santiago), and be warmly 
welcomed and supported by the staff at the Lavastida 
Christian Center in Santiago. Being in the care of the 
wider Christian family is a part of the great joy of being 
in Cuba and proof that the body of Christ is alive and 
well! 

Each Sunday morning as we gather for worship at 
Peace Church, I am once again reminded that the body 
of Christ is alive and well. Peace Church continues to 
evolve with new faces coming in, older beloved 
members remaining faithful, while others pass on to 

eternal life. Additionally, the wonderful physical 
improvements to our ‘sacred space’ (building) gives 
indication to the world that God’s light still shines, often 
in new and surprising ways. And let us not forget that 
our mission outreach remains strong. 

As I travel into the arms of our wider Christian family in 
Cuba, I do so feeling the continual embrace of all of 
you, my home church family. I look forward to seeing 
you upon my return, and telling you about our Christian 
family in a (sort of) far away land. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tom 

Opportunities to Support the Opportunities to Support the Opportunities to Support the Opportunities to Support the     

Youth Mission Trip to CubaYouth Mission Trip to CubaYouth Mission Trip to CubaYouth Mission Trip to Cuba 

As many of you know, Kim Miller and Ted Wilkinson 
will again be leading a youth mission trip to Cuba this 
summer (July 12th-20th). In preparation for this trip, 
there will be a variety of fundraising opportunities. Here 
is the calendar of events: 

Tuesday, Feb. 5thTuesday, Feb. 5thTuesday, Feb. 5thTuesday, Feb. 5th: : : : Elizabeth's 

Pizza (3927 Battleground Ave.) will 
once again give 10% of all sales (eat 
in or take out) throughout the day on 
the first Tuesday of each 

month beginning in February and 
running through May. Those dates 
are February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, and May 7th. 
Mark these dates on your calendar! 

Sunday, May 5thSunday, May 5thSunday, May 5thSunday, May 5th: : : : we will have a "Cinco de Mayo" 

themed luncheon in the Fellowship Hall following 
worship. Good food, good tunes, great fun!! Tickets will 
be on sale closer to the date. 

Saturday, June 1stSaturday, June 1stSaturday, June 1stSaturday, June 1st: : : : Youth Car 
Wash from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
in the church parking lot. 

Donations accepted. 



 

 

Many times Lent begins 
in February with Ash 
Wednesday.  But not this 

year!  Easter is relatively late in 
2019 as it falls on April 21st.  
However, the choir is already busy 
practicing our Lenten cantata.  We 
began in January working on Come 

Walk with Me by Pepper Choplin.  

We would love for others to join 
us, and we do have books and part
-dominant CDs.  Please let me 
know if you are willing to sing! 

And speaking of cantata books and music – from time to 
time we do have people borrow books for a cantata or 
music for a regular worship service.  Please look around 
your piano or your home, and if you happen to have 
music that came from the church, just put it in my box – 
no questions asked!  We do maintain a music library and 
would like to keep everything together. 

Finally, a word about the organ.  Late in 2018 we began 
some standard maintenance on the organ which is 
essential to keeping it in good working order.  We are 
using a tuner based 
in Winston-Salem 
who is continuing 
to work into 2019 to 
get  everyth ing 
balanced in the 
organ.  He did 
mention something 
for which we need 
to prepare.   A good bit of leather is used within a pipe 
organ.  Most notably is probably in the bellows.  Leather 
in an organ lasts about 40 years or so, and our organ 
installation date is 1980 – so we are just about at that 
point.  Although everything is still fine for now, this is a 
repair/renovation that will need to be made in the 
relatively near future (probably next few years) when we 
begin to hear some air leaks.  We just need to think ahead 
and realize the organ sometimes needs repairs and 
maintenance just like any other piece of mechanical 
equipment.  Stewardship of our instruments is a necessary 
part of our praise and worship of God. 
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Hello Peace family, I hope everyone is staying warm as 
the weather continues to get colder. Despite the snow 
day, January was a busy month for our youth. We 
learned about the time that Jesus' parents forgot him at 
the temple and how we can remember to keep Jesus 
with us in the new year so we don't forget him. We also 
learned about Jesus' parable of the two builders who 
built their homes on sand and rock and how God can be 
the rock we build our lives on. We also learned the 
parable of the pearl and how to recognize what should 
be important in our lives. This month we have many 
exciting developments so stay tuned and I hope I'll see 
you on Sunday! 

~ Ted Wilkinson, Youth Director 

Thursday, Thursday, Thursday, Thursday, 

February 14thFebruary 14thFebruary 14thFebruary 14th    

Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale Weaver Academy Chorale             

Italian Cabaret Dinner ShowItalian Cabaret Dinner ShowItalian Cabaret Dinner ShowItalian Cabaret Dinner Show    

On Saturday, February 23rd, the Weaver Academy 

Chorale will be having their annual Italian Cabaret 

Dinner Show in our church Fellowship Hall. The 
event begins at 6:00pm and includes an Italian buffet, 
drinks, and desserts with entertainment provided by 

the very talented members of the Weaver Academy 
Chorale. This is a fund raiser for the chorale's field 

trip to a choral competition and tourist activities in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  For more information, feel free 

to speak with Abigail Miller Warren. Everyone is 
invited to this great event!! 
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CWSCWSCWSCWS        BLANKETS+BLANKETS+BLANKETS+BLANKETS+        

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

WHERE DID BLANKETS GO? 

Church World Service is a faith-based organization 
transforming communities around the globe through just 
and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, 
displacement and disaster. CWS distributed 
thousands of blankets around the world in 2018, 
including 11,200 
blankets for Hurricane 
Florence and Hurricane 
Michael relief last 
fall.  In addition, 48,784 
Hygiene Kits, 
Emergency Clean-up 
Buckets and School Kits 
were distributed to 
survivors of these two southeastern U.S. 
hurricanes.  Last year, over 174,000 CWS Blankets and 
Kits were distributed throughout the world in Haiti, 
Syria, Serbia, Honduras, United States and Puerto Rico, 
as well as many other countries.  We can be part of an 
even greater response in 2019, reaching families fleeing 
their homes, recovering from disaster and more.  Share 
blankets, warmth, and comfort with your neighbors by 
contributing to this special offering for 
BLANKETS+ on Sunday, February 17 as we serve 
others together. 

Please remember our ongoing 
commitment to supply the Greensboro 
Urban Ministry Food Pantry with oatmeal 
donations each month. Oatmeal is a very 
popular item with those receiving food 
assistance and due to increasing needs, 
and perhaps colder weather, supplies 
frequently have been depleted before the end of the 
month.  There are several ways to contribute to this 
mission. One pound containers of ”Quick Oats" are 
collected in the large basket in the Narthex or cash 
donations are placed in the small oatmeal box ($1.00 for 
each one pound box).   Monetary donations may be 
placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church, 
marked specifically for oatmeal.  Thank you for the 
many ways you care for others. 

Congratulations to Kentoya Savage, who completed the 2-
year Associate Degree Program in Nursing at Forsyth 
Technical Community College.  She graduated in a ceremony 
on December 19th  at Wake Forest University.   On February 
2, she passed the licensure test in Charlotte and Kentoya is 
now a Registered Nurse. She will begin employment on 
February 25th with Novant Health System in Winston Salem.  

At its January 9 session, Hands-On celebrated Kentoya's 
graduation with cake, ice cream, and punch.  Her family and 
friends will celebrate this summer on a Carnival cruise ship!  

Kentoya has worked really hard, and we wish the best for her 
and her family. 

Hands-On group pictured L-R:  Yvonne Poffenbaugh, Glen Hutchin-
son, Doris Yeattes, Debbie Kaynor, Femi Quakenbush, Sue Brittain, 
Sharon Mitchell, Kentoya Savage, Theo Scott (in back), Jane Ford, 
and David Peeler.   
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Here’s an interesting 
article from Heather 
Owen, our Ambassador 
for Health & Wellness… 

DID YOU KNOW… 
Feeding your body 
certain foods may help 

keep your immune system strong? If you're looking for 
ways to prevent winter colds and the flu, your first step 
should be a visit to your grocery store! 
 
Be sure to load your cart up with the following: 
 
1. Citrus Fruits:  Contain vitamin C which is thought 
to increase the production of white blood cells. These 
are key to fighting infection. 
 
2. Red Bell Peppers:  They contain twice as much 
vitamin C as citrus. They’re also a rich source of beta 
carotene. Besides boosting your immune system, 
vitamin C may help maintain healthy skin. Beta 
carotene helps keep your eyes and skin healthy. 
 
3. Broccoli: It is supercharged with vitamins and 
minerals. Packed with vitamins A, C, and E, as well as 
many other antioxidants and fiber, broccoli is one of the 
healthiest vegetables you can put on your table. 
 
4. Garlic: It’s a must-have for your health. Early 
civilizations recognized its value in fighting infections. 
Garlic’s immune-boosting properties seem to come from 
a heavy concentration of sulfur-containing compounds, 
such as allicin. 
 
5. Ginger:  It may help decrease inflammation, which 
can help reduce a sore throat and other inflammatory 
illnesses. Ginger may also help decrease nausea. 
 
6. Spinach:  It’s not only rich in vitamin C but also 
packed with numerous antioxidants and beta carotene, 
which may increase the infection-fighting ability of our 
immune systems. 
 
7. Yogurt:  Look for yogurts that have "live and active 
cultures" printed on the label, like Greek yogurt. These 
cultures may stimulate your immune system to help 
fight diseases. Try to get plain yogurts rather than the 
kinds that are preflavored and loaded with sugar. You 
can sweeten plain yogurt yourself with healthy fruits 
instead. 
 
8. Almonds:  When it comes to preventing and 
fighting off colds, vitamin E tends to take a backseat to 
vitamin C. However, vitamin E is key to a healthy 
immune system. 

 
9. Turmeric:  You may know turmeric as a key 
ingredient in many curries. But it has also been used for 
years as an anti-inflammatory. Also, research shows 
that high concentrations of curcumin, which gives 
turmeric its distinctive color, can help decrease exercise
-induced muscle damage. 
 
10. Green Tea:  Both green and black teas are packed 
with flavonoids, a type of antioxidant. Where green tea 
really excels is in its levels of epigallocatechin gallate, or 
EGCG, another powerful antioxidant. EGCG has been 
shown to enhance immune function. It’s also a good 
source of the amino acid L-theanine. L-theanine may 
aid in the production of germ-fighting compounds in 
your T-cells. 
 
11. Papaya:  Is another fruit loaded with vitamin C. 
You can find 224 percent of the daily recommended 
amount of vitamin C in a single papaya. Papayas also 
have a digestive enzyme called papain that has anti-
inflammatory effects. 
 
12. Kiwi:  Like papayas, kiwis are naturally full of a ton 
of essential nutrients, including folate, potassium, 
vitamin K, and vitamin C. Vitamin C boosts white blood 
cells to fight infection, while kiwi’s other nutrients keep 
the rest of your body functioning properly. 
 
13. Poultry:  When you’re sick, chicken soup is more 
than just a feel-good food with a placebo effect. It helps 
improve symptoms of a cold and also helps protect you 
from getting sick in the first place. Poultry, such as 
chicken and turkey, is high in vitamin B-6. 
 
Vitamin B-6 is an important player in many of the 
chemical reactions that happen in the body. It’s also 
vital to the formation of new and healthy red blood 
cells. Stock or broth made by boiling chicken bones 
contains gelatin, chondroitin, and other nutrients 
helpful for gut healing and immunity. 
 
14. Sunflower Seeds: Sunflower seeds are full of 
nutrients, including phosphorous, magnesium, and 
vitamin B-6. They’re also incredibly high in Vitamin E 
which is a powerful antioxidant. It’s important in 
regulating and maintaining immune system function. 
 
15. Shellfish: Shellfish isn’t what jumps to mind for 
many who are trying to boost their immune system, but 
some types of shellfish are packed with zinc. Zinc 
doesn’t get as much attention as many other vitamins 
and minerals, but our bodies need it so that our 
immune cells can function as intended.  
 

#healthcoachheatheroh2o 
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HAM & CHEESE ROLL-UPS 
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Hello All,  

I hope all are well. As you may know, I serve on the Board of 
Directors of the Western North Carolina Association. My goal 
this year is to better inform you and Peace members of our 
activities. Our Board has been busy planning 2 major events: 
Rev. Colleen Samson's Installation and our Spring 
Workshop. 

Colleen's job title has been changed back to Association 
Conference Minister. Her goal this year is to have Covenant, 
Connection, and Communication with you. She is planning 
face-to-face meetings and conference calls to reach to all of 
our pastors — active, retired, and in - standing.  

Colleen's Service of Installation will be held on Sunday, 
February 17, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. at Omwake-Dearborn Chapel 
on the campus of Catawba College. There will be a reception 
immediately following the service at the Peeler Crystal 
Lounge. All pastors are invited to process and please wear 
your red stole. 

Our Spring Workshop is Saturday, March 2 at Abernathy 
Laurel, Newton, NC. Our theme is "Stuff Happens!, The 
Church at Ground Zero". We have very interesting 
workshops planned to help prepare our local churches when 
disaster (natural or active shooter) happens in our 
communities. 

We will begin with opening worship, our speaker will be 
Sharon Reiser, a member of New Emmanuel Congregational 
UCC. Sharon lost family members in the Sister Emmanuel 
shooting. 

Workshops are: 

♦ Spiritual Care Providers in a Diverse Community 
 with Rev. Meghan Young 

♦ Technology and Advance Preparation: Rev Cheri Lovell 
and (hopefully) our UCC Representative who will serve 
the SOC as a Disaster Coordinator 

♦ Supporting People with Mental Illness — Andy Hagler 

♦ LaTonja Fant, Program Director of the Disaster Recovery 
Relief at New Light Missionary Baptist Church here in 
Greensboro. The church provided hot meals, legal aid, 
and provided mental health support for Greensboro 
residents after the March 2018 tornado.  

More information will be sent, but I just wanted to inform you. 

Blessings, 

Ava Chambers 

Package of sliced sandwich 
ham (rectangle shape) 
Finely shredded cheddar 
cheese 
Can of 8 crescent rolls, pull 
apart and make into 4 
rectangles using 2 wedges for 
each rectangle 
Sesame Seeds 
  
Preheat oven to 350°F. Spray baking sheet with cooking 
spray.   

On each rectangle of dough:  Spread with mustard or 
honey mustard, 1 slice sandwich ham, sprinkle cheese 
Roll tightly from the short end and smooth the dough so 
that it closes the rollup.  Roll in sesame seeds.  Cut rolls 
into about 1/4” slices and place on baking sheet.  Bake 
for about 10-12 minutes or until golden.   
  
Double or triple this recipe based on the crowd you’re 
expecting.  Everyone will be going back for several! 
  

While Pastor Tom is in Cuba… While Pastor Tom is in Cuba… While Pastor Tom is in Cuba… While Pastor Tom is in Cuba…     

We welcomed our own Rev. Dr. John Syster to the 

pulpit on Sunday, February 3rd in Pastor Tom’s 
absence.  We always appreciate John and his ministry 

here at Peace Church. On Sunday, February 10th the 

guest preacher and worship leader will be the Rev. 

Dale Kennedy. Please be present for these services to 

support our guest preachers and also to help keep 
energy levels high in our congregation. Remember 

that Sunday morning worship is our most important 
act of evangelism for visitors and guests so let's put 

out the "red carpet" for guest preachers, hoped-for 
visitors, and established members alike!   

Rev. John Syster is on call for pastoral care 

while Pastor Tom is away. John can be reached at 

941-374-4417 (cell) or 336-905-7475 (home).  
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ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR JANUARY 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 

REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

January 6 10 58 $3,827 $4,260 

January 13   

January 20  60 $4,368 $566 

January 27  63 $1,892 $330 

NO SERVICE DUE TO ICE 

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; David Fesperman; Millie Harmon; Jim & Mary Lillie; Buddy 
Lippard; Carol MacDonald; Sally McGrogan; Abigail Miller-Warren; Sharon Mitchell; Mary Ann Murray; Jack & Marcy 
Neal; Nora Norred; Gertrude Radford; Dale Starr; Becky Taylor & her family (Hospice); Lucille Waynick; Kelly Wyrick; 

Doris Yeattes. 

             Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Lyn Ann Bailey (niece of Harold Poffenbaugh); Chris Barnes (nephew of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); 
Boley Brown (brother-in-law of Sherri Vestal); Eric Chapman (nephew of Jane Ford); Janet Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); 
Donna Green (friend of Maria Smith); Theresa Grill (neighbor of Sue Smith); Betty Larimer (aunt of Trish Larimer); Beatrice Rosenthal 
(mother of David Dole); Annette Sarty (sister of Yvonne Poffenbaugh); Michael Shoffner (grandson of Edith Sink); Tom & Rhoda Taylor (niece 

& her husband of Harold Poffenbaugh)..   

February Birthdays   

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & Friends, 
Plus Other Receipts 44,165 214,998 182,821 32,177 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 

27,176 205,613 200,386 5,227 

Christmas Fund, Heifer International 2,635    

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through December 31, 2018) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

Sally McGrogan 

Skyler Whitfield 

2 

Kathleen Saunders 

3 4 5 

Jean Jones 

6 7 8 

 

9 

10 

Ciaran Leszinski 

Curtis Patterson, Jr. 

11 12 13 

Logan Hindson 

14 

Sherri Vestal 

Lucy Washington 

15 

Lois Bell 

Aaron Virgilio 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 

Cai Bowen 

Olivia Saunders 

22 23 

24 

Clodagh Leszinski 

25 26 27 

Harold Poffenbaugh 

Lucille Waynick 

28 

Kelly Savage 

  


