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The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 
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On Saturday August 5th we will have a barbeque cookout for all Peace Church 
members. This is an opportunity to spend the day with our church family and 
enjoy the outdoors. There will be activities for all ages as well as a great picnic 
meal. So mark your calendar and plan on having a great day! More details will be 
given in the coming weeks. 
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June 25th marked the 60th anniversary of the United 
Church of Christ. Also, as Reverend Elmer Lavastida 
reminded us in his sermon, this year is also the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. So, let us 
once again be reminded on this special anniversary year, 
exactly what we believe as members of the United 
Church of Christ.   

As Protestant denominations go, we are one of the 
youngest. Coming together in 1957 with the merger of 
the ‘Evangelical & Reformed’ and ‘Congregational 
Christian’ churches, the UCC was the product of an 
ecumenical moment in history when anything seemed 
possible. Mainline Protestants were riding a post-war 
boom in membership and influence, so the time seemed 
right to bring the ‘body of Christ’ together in new and 
profound ways. 

While the ecumenical moment was largely co-opted by 
the wider and pressing social concerns of the day (civil 
rights, Vietnam, etc.), the genesis moment of the UCC 
produced not only great hopes for the ecumenical 
movement, but a well-thought-out articulation of what 
this newly-born denomination believed. While these 
foundational beliefs have largely taken a back seat to 
more contemporary struggles facing the church, they are 
in fact, central to what makes the UCC a rich, exciting, 
and unique denomination. These beliefs, within the 
Protestant Christian framework of understanding, 
include the following:  

• That They May All Be One (John 17:21) — This 
motto of the United Church of Christ reflects the 
spirit of unity on which the church is based and 
points toward future efforts to heal the divisions in 
the body of Christ. We are a uniting as well as a 
united church. This prayer embodies the ecumenical 
moment that brought the UCC to life.   

• In Essentials Unity, in Nonessentials Diversity, in All 

Things Love — The unity that we seek requires 
neither an uncritical acceptance of any point of view 
nor a rigid formulation of doctrine. The unity of the 
church is not of its own making; it is a gift of God. 

But expressions of the unity are as diverse as there 
are individuals. the common thread that runs through 
all is love.  

• The Priesthood of all Believers — All members of the 
United Church of Christ are called to minister to 
others and to participate as equals in the common 
worship of God, each with direct access to the 
mercies of God through personal prayer and devotion. 
The task of the pastor is to guide, instruct, and to 
enable all Christians to do the work of ministry rather 
than to do the work of ministry for us.  

• There is yet more light and truth to break forth from 

God’s Holy Word — This classic statement assumes 
the primacy of the Bible as a source for understanding 
the good news and as a foundation for all statements 
of faith. It recognizes that the Bible, though written in 
specific historical times and places, still speaks to us 
in our present condition. It declares that the study of 
scriptures is not limited by past interpretations but is 
to be pursued with expectancy for new insights and 
help for living today. Yes, God is still speaking!  

• Testimonies of Faith rather than Tests of Faith — 
Because faith can be expressed in many different 
ways, the United Church of Christ has no formula that 
is a test of faith. Creeds, catechisms, and statements 
of faith throughout history have been used to 
faithfully express our Christian faith, but no one 
expression speaks to the totality of our faith.  

• Responsible Freedom — As individual members, we 
are free to believe and act in accordance with our 
perception of God’s will for our lives. But we are 
called to live in a loving, covenantal relationship with 
one another, gathering in communities of faith, 
congregations of believers, and local churches. Each 
congregation or local church is free to act in 
accordance with the collective decisions of its 
members, guided by the working of the Holy Spirit in 
the light of the Scriptures. But it is also called to live 
in a covenantal relationship with other congregations 
for the sharing of insights and for cooperative action. 

These six foundational beliefs, grounded in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ as the head of the Church, make the 
United Church of Christ a remarkably exciting and ever-
evolving denomination. May these foundational beliefs 
shape our lives of faith as we soon begin our fifth year of 
journeying together (July 1st was my 4th anniversary at 
Peace Church). Happy Anniversary to the UCC!!! 

Blessings... 

Pastor Tom 



 

 

Several thoughts for July… 

Early in the month we celebrate 
Independence Day.  During worship 
on July 2nd, we sang If My People 

Will Pray by Jimmy Owens which 
has been arranged by Keith Christopher and includes 
the prayer response, Hear Our Prayer, O Lord, by 
George Whelpton.   The words of If My People Will 

Pray are taken from II Chronicles 7:14, and Hear Our 

Prayer, O Lord  is based on Psalm 143:1.  Please take 
time to read these scriptures and earnestly pray for our 
Nation. 

During the month of July there are several musical 
opportunities around our community.  Our neighbors at 
West Market Street UMC are offering a Summer Music 
Camp for children who have finished 2nd – 7th grades.  It 
is called In the Image and is scheduled for July 10 – 14.   
For cost and other details, call their church office.  They 
also have a Young Artists concert on Sunday, July 30th 
at 4:00 p.m. in their Sanctuary, which is free and open 
to the public.  And for music lovers, don’t forget the 
Eastern Music Festival being held June 24 – July 29.  
Information is available on their website about 
performances. 

And finally…  For those who like to walk or run, check 
out this link.  It’s like a “do it yourself” 5 or 10K.  They 
are suggesting doing it on August 
19th, which is National Potato Day, 
but you can do it anytime in August 
(and July is a great time to register).  
You choose or create your own 5 or 
10K course, and just send in your 
time whatever it is.  You do get a 
medal, but the best part is that at least 15% of the 
proceeds go to Heifer International — a non-profit 
Peace Church has supported for some time. 

http://events.caller.com/corpuschristi/events/potato-day-
5k-10k-corpus-christi-/E0-001-101566952-2 

~ Elisabeth Penry 

Music Director 
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We are seeking volunteers to help with the maintenance 
of our church grounds.  If you would like to help with 
lawn/grounds maintenance (weeding, trimming, push 
mower, etc.), please contact Russ Haver at 336-870-

5363. We have several trimmers available and donations 
to buy Round Up would be welcome so we don’t have to 
weed by hand!  (Round Up is roughly $11.00 for a large 
bottle and we need at least 5 bottles.)  Please contact 
Russ if you can help.   

The Men's Fellowship will be sponsoring their annual 
outing to the Greensboro Grasshoppers baseball 
game on Monday, July 24th. Tickets for the game are 
$9.00 each (Checks should be made out to 
"Churchmen's Fellowship"). David Murray will be 
collecting ticket money in the Narthex after worship 
on Sundays, July 16th & 23rd.   

This will be a special night at the ballpark as it is the 
Second Annual Interfaith and 
Community Night with the 
Grasshoppers "celebrating the 
abundant religious and cultural 
diversity of Greensboro and the 
Piedmont Triad." As part of this 
night there will be a special 
"faith parade" around the field, 
so we ask all participants to 
meet at the stadium at 6:00pm 
(wearing a Peace Church t-shirt!) so we can be a 
prominent part of the parade. 



 

 

Dear Peace Parents and Guardians, 

The kids are out of school, the heat 
index is rising, the beach is calling, 
Peace Village Day Camp 2017 is in 
the books, and we're taking a group 
of youth on a mission trip to Cuba 
this month! When I remember the 

summers of my childhood I recall sleeping in late, 
adventurous days, playing outside with my cousins, lunch 
was always made for me, and my dad would drive me to 
the coast for a few days to play in the ocean. Gone are 
those days of summer.... now I am the one responsible for 
making sure the kids at Peace UCC (as well as New 
Arrivals Institute and other kids I work with in the 
community) have fun days full of excitement and 
adventure, make new friends, get fed, and get out of their 
element. And there is certainly no sleeping in for me this 
summer! I am sure all of you parents can more than relate 
that these three months can be pretty hectic!  Especially as 
we try to be intentional that the kids we care for get 
enriching and safe experiences while school is out. I 
recently read an article on stickyfaith.org that gives tips 
for parents’ planning what they hope their children will 
deem THE BEST SUMMER EVER!  

Here are some of these tips: 

Communicate Expectations: One of the mistakes that 

many families make going into the summer is assuming 
that everyone in the family has the same idea about what 
summer is going to look like. If these expectations are not 
communicated clearly to one another, it can be hard to get 

on the same page.   

Create “White Space”: As you look at your summer 
calendar, make sure there are days on the calendar where 
there is nothing planned. There should be “white space” 
on those days. In our busy world, it’s important to have 
days where kids and parents don’t have something to 
do.  These days allow families to be spontaneous and 
creative in the absence of planned activity.   

Observe a Sabbath: Whether the day falls on Sunday or 
another day of the week, a family needs to have one day 
when nothing gets accomplished. Sabbath reminds us that 
our relationship with God is not about what we can do for 
God, but that we are God’s children and can rest in our 
relationship with him. Your family can create your own 
Sabbath rituals — including time to play and time to 
pray.   

Connect by Disconnecting: If summer is an important 
time for us to connect as family, then our use of 
technology is one of the things we need to be thinking 
about. I love the words of Ronald Rolheiser recalling a 
conversation with a nun. The nun tells him, “My vocation 
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is, at each moment, to make the person in front of me the 
most important person in my life.”  As a family this 
summer, how do you go about making each person in your 
family the most important person in your life?" 

Here's to making summer 2017 the best yet! 

Peace & Blessings, 

Rhiannon Kelly 
Director of Youth and Children 

Reverend Steve McDuff to Reverend Steve McDuff to Reverend Steve McDuff to Reverend Steve McDuff to 

Preach July 16th!!Preach July 16th!!Preach July 16th!!Preach July 16th!!    

On Sunday, July 16th, the Reverend 
Steve McDuff will be our guest 
preacher. Steve is the son-in-
law of Frances Johnson, 
married to Frances’ daughter 
Elaine. Both Steve and Elaine 
are ordained pastors in the 
United Church of Christ. Steve had been a ministerial 
student intern at Peace Church under Reverend Mel 
Palmer. We are very pleased to have Steve and Elaine 
with us for Sunday worship.  

PPPPPPPPPPPPRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAYRAY            FORFORFORFORFORFORFORFORFORFORFORFOR            OUROUROUROUROUROUROUROUROUROUROUROUR            CCCCCCCCCCCCUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBAUBA            YYYYYYYYYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH            

MMMMMMMMMMMMISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSION            TTTTTTTTTTTTRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIPRIP            PPPPPPPPPPPPARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTSARTICIPANTS   
 
Please pray for our 11 youth and 4 adults who are on a 
mission trip to Santiago, Cuba from Saturday, July 8th 
through Monday, July 17th. They are working at the 
Lavastida Center for Christian Mission in Santiago 
assisting in the building of their new kitchen and dining 
area which is being built to foster future mission and work 
camp groups coming down to assist in the mission 
outreach ministry of the Lavastida Center. 
 
Rhiannon Kelly and Kim Miller are leading this trip with 
much organizational assistance from Elmer and Gisela 
Lavastida who were with us on Sunday, June 25th for 
worship and the mission trip fundraiser dinner. Prayers 
for all involved in this very special mission trip.   
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Peace ChurchPeace ChurchPeace ChurchPeace Church    
Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner    

  
 

SOUTHERN SQUASH CASSEROLE 

8-10 medium sized yellow squash, 
cut up (do not pre-cook it) 
1 stick butter, melted 
1 sleeve Ritz crackers, crushed 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
2 eggs, beaten 
Salt & pepper to taste 
 
Whisk eggs and mix with cheese, squash and salt & pepper.  
Mix melted butter and crushed crackers and spread on top of 
squash mixture.  Bake at 350° for about 30-40 minutes or until 

squash is tender and topping is golden.  Easy and delicious! 

You’re invited to a special birthday party!You’re invited to a special birthday party!You’re invited to a special birthday party!You’re invited to a special birthday party!    

Frances Johnson Frances Johnson Frances Johnson Frances Johnson will be 
turning 90 in July, and 
everyone is invited to attend a 
birthday celebration o n 
Saturday, July 15, from 2 pm 

to 4 pm. The party will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall 

(near the dining room) at Whitestone Retirement 
Community, 700 S. Holden Road. No gifts, please — 

only the gift of your presence is requested. 

On Friday, July 28th and Saturday, July 29th, On Friday, July 28th and Saturday, July 29th, On Friday, July 28th and Saturday, July 29th, On Friday, July 28th and Saturday, July 29th, the Rev. 
Joyce Hollyday with lead a retreat here at Peace 
Church focusing on the biblical call to social witness 
and social justice. The retreat will begin with a simple 
soup and bread dinner on Friday night at 6:00 p.m., 
concluding at 9:00 p.m. The retreat will resume on 

Saturday at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at 12:00 noon.   

Rev. Hollyday is a well-known UCC pastor, author, and 
advocate for social justice. She has published 
numerous books and has traveled all over the world 
teaching about biblical theology, women’s issues, and 
witnessing for social justice. She and her husband 
live in Asheville, North Carolina where they are 

members of Circle of Mercy UCC. 

This retreat is open to all members and friends of 
Peace Church. The fee is $25 per person. Make 
checks payable to Peace Church and include 

“Hollyday Retreat” in the memo line.   

  

We received this very nice note and 
gift from Denny & Sue Jolliff… 

Please use the enclosed 
donation to support your 
Children’s Ministry.  We have 
visited with our son, Grant, and 

his young family and found your church mission as 
proclaimed by Tom and the summer camp for 
children to be Christ inspired.  Thank you for being 
our family’s church family.   

We are thankful for this blessing and for their 
encouragement to our children’s programs.   



 

 

 

Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…Connecting…            

Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating… Communicating…             

Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…Caring…            
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

OFFERING JULY 23RD 
 
On Sunday, July 23rd, Peace Church will receive an 

offering to benefit our Student Scholarship Fund. 
This year Peace Church has two members going off 
to college: Kenny Savage will be attending North 

Carolina A & T and Daniel Warren will be attending 
Western Carolina University.  

 

Special Mission MomentSpecial Mission MomentSpecial Mission MomentSpecial Mission Moment: : : : On Sunday, July 

16th, Grant Jolliff will give a mission moment about 

higher education and how important scholarship 

funds are for all students attending college in the 21st 
century.  

 
Please give generously in support of our student 

scholarship fund!! 

Hands-On meets on Wednesday, July 
12th for the regular one-hour 
session.  Shelter donations will be 
collected this week. 

Our most recent pillow distribution 
results are as follows:  

For the month of June, 25 pillows went to Moses Cone 
Palliative Care, 15 to Moses Cone Pediatrics, 10 to 
Hospice, and 10 to Kids Path.  On July 1-2, 18 pillows 
were delivered to Women’s Hospital, and 18 to Wesley 
Long Hospital.   

OnOnOnOn    

HHHHandsandsandsands        

Please be sure to use your PeaceCarePeaceCarePeaceCarePeaceCare directories to 

notify PeaceCarePeaceCarePeaceCarePeaceCare leaders of concerns.  Remember, if 

an event occurs, both the care leader of the involved 
party and the care leader of the spouse receives a 

contact.   Please also be sure Pastor Tom is advised. 

There are a few more directories in the Narthex if you 
do not have yours yet. 

Dear Rev. Warren & Peace Church: 

My wife and I would like to express our sincere appreciation for you opening your doors and 
your hearts for our dad’s memorial service (Mr. Russell Haver, Jr.).  I wish to thank Rev. Warren 
for taking the time to get to know the person my dad was and how much we loved him.  Your 
sincere words were a huge part of making his service memorable.  To the congregation of Peace 

Church, thank you!  I have had the honor in the past to come worship with you and what has stayed with me through 
the years is the loving and caring feeling you get when you enter your church.  Thank you for opening your doors and 
your nursery which allowed us to say goodbye to my dad in a way filled with God’s love and the Holy Spirit!!  May 
God continue to bless you all! 

Sincerely and with much love, Larry and Susan Haver 



 

 

Peace United Church of Christ 
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ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR JUNE 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

WORSHIP 
REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

June 4 12 60 $3,983 $ 470 

June 11 N/R 67 $3,401 $ 588 

June 18 N/R 47 $4,807 $ 130 

June 25 N/R 64 $2,279 $ 30 

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dale Benshoff; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; Richard Graber; Ramona Griffin; Millie Harmon; 
Laura Langley; Jim Lillie; Buddy Lippard; Sally McGrogan; Dorothy Meeks; Sharon Mitchell; David Murray; Mary Ann 
Murray; Gertrude Radford; Pansy Slate; Sue Smith; Lucille Waynick; Betty Webster; Buddy Webster; Doris Whitley; Kelly 

Wyrick.  

Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Lyn Ann Bailey (niece of Harold Poffenbaugh); Chris Barnes (nephew of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); 
Eric Chapman (nephew of Jane Ford); Janet Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); Theresa Grill (neighbor of Sue Smith); Butch Holt 
(brother-in-law of B.J. Blocker); Betty Larimer (aunt of Trish Larimer); Ann Moran (friend of Susie Cressman); Beatrice Rosenthal (mother of 

David Dole); Annette Sarty (sister of Yvonne Poffenbaugh); Michael Shoffner (grandson of Edith Sink); Ralph Stevenson (brother-in-law of 

Linda Fesperman); Tom & Rhoda Taylor (niece & her husband of Harold Poffenbaugh); Lindsay White (great-granddaughter of David & Nancy 

July BirthdaysJuly Birthdays       

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & Friends, 
Plus Other Receipts 13,208 78,480 77,841 639 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 14,290 86,916 92,283 (5,367) 

Nazareth Children’s Home, Hands On, 
Eastern NC Flood Relief 

976    

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through May 31, 2017) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

     1 

Yvonne Smothers 

2 3 4 

 

5 

Jane Ford 

6 

Dylan Myers 

7 8 

 

9 

Bryn Bowen 
Ashley Overbeck 

10 

Jason Haithcock 
Ashley Pearsall 

11 12 13 

Jeff Menas 

14 15 

Adam Saunders 
Maria Smith 

16 17 

Frances Johnson 
Kyle Patterson 

18 19 

Jennifer Dilworth 
Elizabeth Pearsall 

20 

Sean Bowen 

21 

Jay Harmon 
Christy Pope 

22 

23 24 

Karen Dodd 
Elizabeth Hittepole 

25 

Eddie Myers 

26 

Karen Haver 

27 28 29 

Dale Bennett 
Ava Washington 

30 31      


