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The mission of Peace United Church of Christ is to reach our community 
 for Christ, develop disciples, and empower all people for ministry. 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST www.peaceucc.com 
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            Monday, May 15, 2017Monday, May 15, 2017Monday, May 15, 2017Monday, May 15, 2017    

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall    
Our theme is the "Circle of Friendship"Our theme is the "Circle of Friendship"Our theme is the "Circle of Friendship"Our theme is the "Circle of Friendship"    

Join us for one of our favorite events of the 

year!  Great food, warm fellowship and very 

special entertainment this year!   

Rachel Denny will be our Speaker/Entertainer 

who will speak and sing songs with us!!  (She 

was the lady who played the cowbells a few 

years ago.) 

Tickets are $9.50 and are available in the 

Narthex following worship through Sunday 

May 7th. You may also contact Abbie 

Wheeling (336-638-5418) for tickets.  Put this on your calendar and plan to be with us 
for this very fun evening! 

"Circle Unbroken" — The circle of women around us weave invisible nets of love that 

carry us when we're weak and sing with us when we are strong.    ~ Sark 

With love and great pride,With love and great pride,With love and great pride,      this month we honor this month we honor this month we honor    
our mothers… our mothers… our mothers…       …and our veterans   …and our veterans   …and our veterans    
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Over the last couple of days, I have been spending 
some time looking at my calendar in preparation for the 
upcoming summer months. Vacation time, family visits, 
summer church events, trips to grandma’s, college 
orientation,  a mission trip, some cool pool time, and 
long, hot summer days are all on the docket. Summer 
2017 promises to be a good one! 
 
When it comes to summer, all of us tend to have 
special memories that we have picked up throughout 
the years. These may be memories from our 
childhood years ago or memories from as recently as 
last summer. Yet, no matter when these memories, we 
all tend to embrace summer for the opportunities it 
offers.  
 
As people of faith, summer offers us an opportunity to 
put some time aside and take care of our own inner 
selves. That is, time to nurture our spirits. There are 
many ways to do this, but one special way to “water our 
souls” is through summer reading.  
 
One way to engage in reading for the summer is to 
keep an eye open for “summer reading lists” often 
published in our local newspaper or in larger 
publications like the New York Times. These lists tend 
to highlight great, new books that often have summer 
themes or deal with issues related to summer 
possibilities. Or, if a new, recently published book 
doesn’t interest you, perhaps there’s an old favorite 
you’d like to read again or a classic that you’ve never 
made time to read. Summer is the time to do it!  
 
Reading, and getting caught up in a good story, is a 
wonderful way to relax and lose yourself. A good story 
can transport us in time and place. I know that when a 
story is REALLY good, I can find myself in an imaginary 
relationship with one of the characters, or get caught up 
emotionally in the narrative, or just dream about an 
imaginary way of life that isn’t really a possibility for 
me...except in my book-fed imagination!!! 
 
So, find some time for yourself this summer. Crack 
open a book. Get a glass of cool lemonade or sweet 
tea. Relax and nurture your soul... 

~ Pastor Tom 

Pastor Tom will be on 
vacation from Tuesday, 
June 13th through 
Friday, June 23rd for his 
annual hike on the 
Appalachian Trail.  

We will publish pastoral 
coverage information in 
the June newsletter.   

Sherri Vestal will be on vacation May 26 through June 
4th. Volunteers are needed to help in the office during 
those days.  Please contact Sherri if you can help.   

On Monday, April 24, the Pastoral Relations Committee 

met with Pastor Tom.  Our committee is made up of Jane 

Ford (Chair), Larry Clapp, and Jean Morgan. This 

committee will meet four times a year in order to 

confidentially listen to the joys and concerns of our pastor 

in regard to his ministry and also to share joys and 

concerns that may have arisen within the life of our 

congregation.  If there are any issues (good or not so good)  

to be shared with the Pastoral Relations Committee, please 

feel free to contact Jane Ford at 336-288-1155 or email 

her at janekford16@gmail.com.   

Pastor Tom Returns to Pastor Tom Returns to Pastor Tom Returns to Pastor Tom Returns to     

Appalachian TrailAppalachian TrailAppalachian TrailAppalachian Trail    

On Sunday, June 25th we expect 
to have the Reverends Gisela Reverends Gisela Reverends Gisela Reverends Gisela 
and Elmer Lavastidaand Elmer Lavastidaand Elmer Lavastidaand Elmer Lavastida in worship 
with us from Santiago, Cuba. 
Elmer will be our guest preacher 
and we hope to have him share 

some of his piano playing talents with us also! If the 
appropriate travel visas are granted, the Lavastida’s will 
also be present at our UCC Southern Conference Annual 
Gathering and the UCC General Synod in Baltimore. Stay 
tuned.... 



 

 

Dear Peace UCC Congregation, 

I came on staff in May 2016 and whenever I would (and still do) tell someone where I work 
they almost always say, "Oh yeah, the church with the big chair!"  I slowly began to realize 
that this whole Spring Carnival at PUCC was a pretty big deal! Then I got to experience first 
hand what a HUGE deal it actually is in our church and in our community just a few weeks 
ago!  

After months of planning and working with so many dedicated folks, on April 15th we held the 
annual Spring Carnival and Easter Egg Hunt (see pictures below). I have just been beside 
myself with how the congregation and community members (shout out to the Loyalty Riders 
and all the musicians and entertainers!!!) graciously collaborated to make this such a beautiful and fun time for the 
community at large and especially the children.  

Outreach and community engagement is a crucial task for all churches; to show care for and offer opportunities to those 
not just in the congregation but those in the community and to simply share the love of Jesus with our neighbors. And 
WOW- we sure do it right at Peace UCC through the Spring Carnival! Thank you to everyone who participated, 
contributed, and spent countless hours making this happen. Another BIG shout out to Katie True for her tireless work on 
securing the musicians, entertainers, food for volunteers, and vendors that marked this event as a new and different one! 

As Director of Youth and Children, my role is to coordinate this event which also includes making improvements and 
changes to make sure each year it gets better and better. I obviously cannot do this alone as this is such a wonderful 
collaborative effort! I would like to ask for your feedback so that we can make the 2018 Spring Carnival an even better 
and more impactful event.  

Please answer the 3 questions below, either in an email to me at youthdirectorpeaceucc@gmail.com or jot it 
down on paper and put it in my box outside the church office. 

1. What did you notice worked really well at the 2017 Spring Carnival?  

2. What did you notice did not work so well at the 2017 Spring Carnival?  

3. What changes would you like to see for the 2018 Spring Carnival? 

I appreciate your feedback and opinions and will be happy to also talk in 
person or via phone about anything you wish — just let me know!  

Again, WOW!!! Peace UCC really knows how to throw an awesome 
event for the community and spread the love of Jesus at such a special 
time of year! 

~ Rhiannon Kelly, Director of Youth and Children  
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Thank you Peace Church for your 
response to the food shortage at 
Greensboro Urban Ministry in recent 
months. The first Sunday in every month 
is Oatmeal Sunday here at Peace 
Church. One dollar buys one box of 
oatmeal, so please remember to bring a 
dollar or a box of oatmeal the first 

Sunday every month!  The oatmeal collected, along with 
other non-perishable food items, is given to Greensboro 
Urban Ministry.  
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The Greensboro Urban Ministry Grocery 
Store Food Drive in April was a huge 
success with 68,645 lbs. of food and 
$4,461 collected.  Peace Church 
volunteers worked at Harris Teeter and 
received 1164 lbs. of food and $151 from 
shoppers. The Emergency Assistance 
Department at GUM provides free 
groceries to over 100 households per day. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the following 
volunteers for who helped with the food drive:  David 

and Linda Fesperman, Jane Ford, Kentoya Savage, 

Debbie Shiner, Roy and Sue Smith, Yvonne 

Smothers, Rev. Tom Warren, and Doris Yeattes. 

GREENSBORO URBAN MINISTRY 

GROCERY STORE FOOD DRIVE 

WAS A GREAT SUCCESS! 

The mission of Nazareth Children’s Home is to provide a 
stable, Christian environment for school age young 
persons to maximize their opportunities for growth and 
development while away from their home setting. It is 
also the purpose of the program to work with the families 
toward returning the child to their natural families as soon 
as possible.   

Nazareth Children's Home has sought to address the 
current needs of children since 1906. In an effort to better 
serve the children, their staff has each adopted a high level 
of standards to insure they are providing the best quality 
of services possible. Even in these uncertain times they 
continually strive to meet the needs of all the children 
with meaningful and valuable services. The needs of 
concern, love and skillful care for these children are as 
great as ever.  The task required to provide the kind of 
care needed is increasingly difficult.   

Nazareth has a wellspring of experience, which serves as a 
solid foundation on which to build programs that meet the 
complex and varied needs of today’s children.  

“Your gift, your interest and your prayers in our programs 
today are a highlight and an extension of our long 
tradition of caring for helpless children. In these difficult 
and complex times for childcare, please remember 
Nazareth and help us with the tools and guidance to carry 
out our services. Your gift helps to ensure the lives of 
those who are less fortunate and will bring smiles of joy to 
each face,” said Mr. Vernon Walters, President and CEO 
of Nazareth Children’s Home.   

In this our Mission of the Month 
here at Peace Church, please give 
generously and help make a 
difference in the lives of these 

precious children.  A special 

offering will be received on 

Sunday, May 14 for NCH, and monetary donations can 

be placed in the offering plate any time this month, 

marked for Nazareth Children's Home.  

Also please consider donating to the Fun Fest that will be 

held on Saturday, June 3rd.  Details are shown in the 
next column. 

 

NazarethNazarethNazarethNazareth    

Children’s HomeChildren’s HomeChildren’s HomeChildren’s Home    
Restoring hope for the future… 

the thread that binds us 

The Nazareth Children’s 

Home Fun Fest will be held on 

Saturday, June 3rd at the 

NCH in Rockwell, NC (near 

Salisbury).   Church Women of 

the NC Western Association 

will be sponsoring the yard 

sale which supports scholarships for children at 

Nazareth home.  If you have items in good condition, 

clothing, household, books, small furniture, toys, please 

bring them to the Peace Church no later than 

Wednesday, May 31st.  Help is needed to transport 

items and to help at the sale.   This is a fun day for 

family with entertainment, food, silent auction, 

etc.   Various individuals at our church will have $5.00 

raffle tickets for a new car with proceeds to going to 

NCH.   Contact Yvonne Smothers at 336-339-9867 

for further information.   



 

 

“Thank you, thank you, 
thank you” to our Peace 
Choir for their continuous 
ministry of music to our 
church.  What a joy it is 
to sing and worship with 

this dedicated and fun group of people!  I also want to say 
a tremendous “thank you” to all who narrated during 
Tenebrae on Good Friday and to Tom who arranged for 

the speakers.  Worship that evening was a true group 
effort with a very powerful ending.  Much appreciation to 
everyone who participated. 

We began working on the Lent 
and Easter music as soon as 
the New Year began. This year 
we sang two anthems on both 
Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday in addition to our 
other regular Sunday morning 
anthems and the Good Friday 
cantata.  We are now entering 
a slightly more relaxed time of 
the year before we begin 
Christmas music during the 
summer.  We would love to 
have more members in our 
choir.  Now is a perfect time to 
come join us.  Rehearsals are 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 in 
the Sanctuary. We will 
welcome you with arms wide open! 

During May we do remember our mothers on the second 
Sunday.  I hope you have a memory of your mother (or 
grandmother or other important adult!) and a special 
hymn that she may have enjoyed.  Think for a moment 
about why she may have loved it.  And then, if you are a 
mother or an important adult to a child, think about 
whether your child has seen or heard you sing in church.  
What hymn or worship song is important to you and 
why?  Our hymns and songs are meditations, praise, and 
prayer.  Please let the words and music speak to you, and 
share it with your children! 

~ Elisabeth Penry 
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DAWNINGS TEAM  
Potluck Discussion  

Sunday, May 21, 2017  
 
On Tuesday, March 
7th the Dawnings 
Team had its final 
meeting for “Stage 1” 
of our congregational 
discernment process. 
The Dawnings Team (Russ Haver, Ava Chambers, Kelly 
York, Maria Smith, Kentoya Savage, and Susie Cressman) 
has been meeting since August,  2015 in a process 
designed to discern new directions for Peace Church as we 
look toward the future.  

In the Fall of 2016 the Dawnings Team held a series of 
Sunday morning meetings which lead to five new 
directions that Peace Church feels called to address and 
engage with. These areas include: Service to the 
Community, Spiritual Development, Acceptance of All 
People, Community Building/Dialogue/Stewardship, and 
Creation Care/Environmental Ethics. We are now ready to 
present the implementation plan for each of these areas of 
concern. 

On Sunday, May 21st, the Dawnings Team will sponsor a 
potluck discussion after worship to present strategies for 
how we might live out these new directions for our 
congregation. We anticipate an exciting conversation and 
hope all members can be present for this important event in 
the life of our church.  

Contact Jane Ford at 336-288-1155 for more information.   

Please notify the church office 
by May 21 if you have a child or 
family member who is graduating 
from any level of school — 
kindergarten, grade school, middle 
school, high school, college…  We 

would like to “brag” a little on our church family in the 
June issue of the newsletter!   

Peace Village Day Camp  
Monday, June 26 through Friday, June 30 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
To register go to www.peaceucc.com  

and look for the link on the home page.   
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The Amazing Teacher, Steve 
Somers, was very entertaining at the 

PeaceCare Anniversary 
Celebration, and EVERYONE 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
show.   Those of you who were not 
there missed a spectacular magic 
show designed specifically for 
us.   It was a lot of fun, and the 
food was wonderful as usual!  

Thanks to everyone who in any way 
contributed to the Spring Carnival 
Bake Sale. The Bake Sale made 
$303.00 (with less goodies and fewer 
people attending), which helps to 
defray the cost of the event.  We 
could not do it without the 
contributions of all of those who 

made goods, helped set up and operate the booths and 
purchased items. 

James Niall Leszinski was baptized on Sunday, April 

30, 2017 here at Peace Church. What a beautiful 

celebration and a lovely family. Pictured are parents, 

Adam and Clodagh Leszinski with baby James and big 

brothers, Aiden and Ciaran (priceless expression!).   

Our new PeaceCare booklet was given out at the 
Potluck.  Be sure to pick yours up in the Narthex today.  

New members have been assigned to groups, so everyone 
needs to read the lists carefully.  We have had two leader 
resignations since the last publication, so please note 
those changes in the groups formerly led by Dale Benshoff 
and Ken and Susie Cressman.  We have two 
new leaders,  Trish Turman and Becky Taylor.  We 
welcome them.  

You are encouraged to use your PeaceCare lists 
whenever a concern is generated.  With the permission of 
the person who has the concern, please let Rev. Tom 
know as well as the person's Care Leader, and the 
spouse's Care Leader as well. The person does not have to 
be in your group to make this initial contact.  This is how 
we CARE. 

And Leaders, be sure to CONNECT with everyone on your 
list.  This is a deliberate contact just to let each person 
know that you are his or her PeaceCare leader and that 
you are fulfilling your responsibility to COMMUNICATE. 

We thank you for support of this vital ministry. 
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Out of the Box Discussion Group meets on  

Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

Coffee & pastries; childcare available. 

Peace ChurchPeace ChurchPeace ChurchPeace Church    
Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner    

  
 

DEEP DISH REUBEN PIEROGIS  

One 16-ounce package 
cheese pierogis 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter  
1/2 cup sauerkraut 
2 cups shredded Swiss 
cheese 
8 oz. good corned beef (or 
pastrami), sliced into ¼” thick 
slices and chopped into cubes 
1 Tbs. toasted caraway seeds 
1 Tbs. minced fresh chives 
Thousand Island dressing 
 
Directions  

Bring a pot of water to a simmer. Add the pierogis and 
simmer until slightly soft, 5 to 7 minutes. Drain and pat 
dry.  

Preheat the oven to broil.  

Heat a 12-inch oven safe nonstick skillet over medium 
heat. Add the butter and heat until foaming. Sauté the 
pierogis until golden brown, 4 to 5 minutes a side. 
Remove from the heat.  

Evenly sprinkle a layer of the sauerkraut on top of the 
pierogis. Then add a layer of the Swiss cheese, and 
finally, an even layer of the corned beef.  

On the lowest rack, broil the mixture in the skillet until 
the cheese and corned beef are golden brown and the 
cheese is bubbly, 2 to 3 minutes. Garnish with the 
caraway seeds and minced chives. Serve with a squirt 
of Thousand Island dressing. 

(If you like a Reuben, you’ll love this!) 

Hands-On Extended Sessions 

Hands-On will be holding extended 
sessions in May and June. This 
means we will meet from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m. on May 10th and June 14th. 

Coming on June 25th… the 10th 
Anniversary celebration of Hands-
On!   

OnOnOnOn    

HHHHandsandsandsands        

Gertrude Radford would like to 
express her appreciation for all the 

cards and calls she has received 
during her illness.  She said, “It 

has just been overwhelming! I 
would never be able to get to personally thank each 

one, but please know how much it means to have all 
these people praying and remembering me.” 

On Sunday, May 21st, 
the Sunday morning “Out 

of the Box” study group 
wil l  begin  reading 
“Getting to the Heart of 
Interfaith: The Eye-
Opening, Hope-Filled 
Friendship of a Pastor, a 
Rabbi, and an Imam”. This 
book was written by the 
“Interfai th Amigos” 

consisting of  UCC pastor 
Don Mackenzie, Rabbi 

Ted Falcon, and Imam 
Jamal Rahman who spoke 
at Peace Church about three years ago. The “Out of 

the Box” group meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and is open to all!! The 

book can be purchased at a local book store, 
Amazon.com, or checked out at the library. 
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Southern Conference Annual Southern Conference Annual Southern Conference Annual Southern Conference Annual 

Meeting, June 22Meeting, June 22Meeting, June 22Meeting, June 22----24, 201724, 201724, 201724, 2017    

The Southern 

Conference of the 

United Church of 
Christ will be having 

its 52nd Annual 

Meeting from 
Thursday, June 22nd 

through Saturday,  
June 24th. The theme, "Living Our Faith, Building On 
Hope, and Sharing Our Love," will be the central 
expression of this gathering that will be held in Virginia 
Beach, VA. Our gracious host, the Eastern Virginia 
Association, will prepare and join with us for what will 
be a fun, festive, and joyful occasion. Our delegates this 
year are David Murray and Kentoya Savage.  

The 31st General Synod of the United Church of Christ 
will be held June 30th through July 4th in Baltimore, 
Maryland. This is the bi-annual national gathering of 
representatives from the over 2,000 congregations of the 
United Church of Christ. This is the meeting where the 
UCC, in all its glory and diversity, meets to worship, 
discuss issues, and set ministry goals for the future of 
local congregations and national UCC instrumentalities 
and offices. This year a resolution from our Southern 
Conference regarding U.S. policy toward Cuba is 
coming before our national body for consideration. For 
more information about General Synod go to 
www.ucc.org. 

General Synod 31 in Baltimore General Synod 31 in Baltimore General Synod 31 in Baltimore General Synod 31 in Baltimore 

June 30 June 30 June 30 June 30 ————    July 4, 2017July 4, 2017July 4, 2017July 4, 2017    

Captain Andrew Rader Captain Andrew Rader Captain Andrew Rader Captain Andrew Rader     

honored in Arlington, VAhonored in Arlington, VAhonored in Arlington, VAhonored in Arlington, VA    

Library Transformation…. Library Transformation…. Library Transformation…. Library Transformation….     
and Church History Roomand Church History Roomand Church History Roomand Church History Room 

A long while back the church Consistory gave approval to 
the plans to update our church library, while at the same 
time dedicating a special room for our church history 

archives and memorabilia. Maria McKinney Smith, our 
resident librarian, has begun the work to update, 
reorganize, and transform our church library into a 
modern, high-tech resource center benefiting church 
members and, hopefully, neighborhood folks and students 
alike. 

The long-term goal is to have our library stocked with the 
most up-to-date theological books and magazines, popular 
and relevant non-fiction books, biographies, and even 
some classic fiction and science fiction books. We also 
hope to feature publications by our own church members 
who have published works. Additionally, we plan to have 
some computer terminals available (one has already been 
donated) so that folks can log on to the internet, search the 

Jean Jones attended the 50th 
Anniversary of the George Andrew 
Rader Clinic at Fort Meyer/Henderson 
Arlington Base in Washington, DC.  
This celebration was held on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017.   

Captain Rader was Jean’s uncle (her mother’s brother) 
and was killed in World War II.  A doctor of the military 
in the Philippines, he became a prisoner of war, and while 
being transported on a Japanese ship, he was killed by the 
Americans who were not aware that American Prisoners 
of War were on the ship.   

The Andrew Rader U.S. Army Health Clinic was built in 
his memory in 1967, and this is the 50th Commemoration.  
All cousins and family members were in attendance.   

Also, on May 7th in a separate ceremony in his honor, a 
wreath will be placed on the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Arlington Cemetery.  Jean’s son, Phillip Jones, 
and some other family members will be present.   

Guilford County library system, and engage in other 
research as needed. Some comfy chairs and Fair-Trade 
coffee and snacks should help to make our church library a 
totally hip place to hang out! 

Although it will take some time to get our library 
renovation project finished and our new history room set-
up, we look forward to this exciting project in the life of 
our congregation.    



 

 



 

 



 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING FOR APRIL 

DATE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

WORSHIP 
REGULAR 
OFFERING 

OTHER 
OFFERING 

April 2 14 78 $5,038 $202 

April 9 15 71 $4,550 $290 

April 16  95 $6,148 $4,242 

April 23 6 56 $802 —0— 

April 30 15 84 $1,332 $  40 

Please keep these members of our church family in your thoughts and prayers:  

Lois Bell; Dale Benshoff; Dot Benshoff; Bertie Bowman; Nan Buchanan; Richard Graber; Ramona Griffin; Millie Harmon; 
Laura Langley; Jim Lillie; Buddy Lippard; Sally McGrogan; Dorothy Meeks; Sharon Mitchell; David Murray; Mary Ann 

Murray; Gertrude Radford; Pansy Slate; Lucille Waynick; Betty Webster; Buddy Webster; Doris Whitley; Kelly Wyrick.  

                          Remember these wider church family and friends:   

Lyn Ann Bailey (niece of Harold Poffenbaugh); Katie Bowen (daughter-in-law of Cynthia Bowen); Eric Chapman (relative of Jane Ford); Janet 
Faucette (sister-in-law of Yvonne Smothers); Theresa Grill (neighbor of Sue Smith); Butch Holt (brother-in-law of B.J. Blocker); Betty Larimer 
(aunt of Trish Larimer); Ann Moran (friend of Susie Cressman); Beatrice Rosenthal (mother of David Dole); Michael Shoffner (grandson of 

Edith Sink); Ralph Stevenson (brother-in-law of Linda Fesperman); Lindsay White (great-granddaughter of David & Nancy Peeler). 

May BirthdaysMay Birthdays       

  Current 
Month 

Year to 
Date 

YTD 
Budget 

Amount Over
(Under) Budget 

Contributions from Members & Friends, 
Plus Other Receipts 23,175 51,661 45,424 6,237 

Disbursed in Support of Ministries, 
Programs & Facilities 20,544 58,178 55,815 2,363 

OGHS, Hands On, Mobile Meals 410    

PEACE CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY 
(Through March 31, 2017) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 

 

8 

Haley Lambe 

9 

Jim Lillie 

10 

Chaun Yount 

11 12 

Miriam Dieterly 

13 

Kelly Wyrick 
 

14 15 

Rick Owen 

16 17 18 19 20 

Una Lee Myers 

21 22 

Marie Hearn 

23 24 25 26 

Ava Chambers 

27 

Evey Bowen 

28 29 30 31    



 

 

Peace United Church of Christ 

2714 W. Market St. 

Greensboro, NC  27403 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


