
“Cloudy With a Chance of… Manna?” 
Sermon by Rev. Tom Warren 

Peace United Church of Christ 
August 2, 2015 

 
 
 
Some of you know that my family just got back from Jekyll Island in Georgia which is a beautiful 
island off the coast of Georgia.  It is a state park in Georgia.  It is a turtle sanctuary among other 
things.  It was a very relaxing week there.  We learned much about turtles and just had a 
wonderful time and relaxed. 
  
One of the days we were there, we decided that we would drive an hour and spend the day in 
Savannah.  As some of you may know, Savannah is a very historical town.  It has a lot of 
charm.  It is something like Charleston with the Spanish moss, live oaks, and a beautiful historic 
district.  One of the things we did while in Savannah was we went on a historical trolley tour.  It 
was sort of a pseudo-trolley bus vehicle.  The person who drives the bus told all the history of 
Savannah, about the houses, and the wonderful story about that beautiful town.   
  
It was interesting that, right in front of us on the trolley, was a young couple, perhaps in their 
30s, who had an infant son and a 3-year-old daughter.  It was scorching hot in Savannah that 
day.  Even riding along with the windows open on the trolley, we were all hot, and those children 
were very, very wiggly.  It was an hour and a half long journey on the historical trolley 
ride.  When we got back to the depot area and went inside to get a drink and cool down, I 
noticed that the mom of these two children was right next to me at that point when she said 
“Ohhhhh!”.  She looked up and caught eyes with me as I giggled.  I looked at her and said 
“Been there, done that!  It’s not easy is it?” and she said “No.  We’re so tired, and it’s so much 
work with these children”.  I said “Yeah, but it’s a special time”.  She said “Yeah, I know it’s a 
special time”.  Seeing her and her husband doing the hard work of taking their kids around 
Savannah made me think about those days with our children.  It’s good that they are not here 
this morning because I want to talk about them.   
  
Probably one of the greatest joys for me of parenting, which no longer happens, was the 
moments just before bed, when we would read children’s books to our children.  That happened 
almost every night until they got to a certain age.   It wasn’t just that the children liked the books, 
but mom and dad liked the books—“Where the Wild Things Are”.  Does anybody know that 
book?  What an awesome book that is!  “The Lorax” we would read to them, and “Green Eggs 
and Ham, Sam I Am” we would read to them—many, many books--all of them just fabulous.   
  
One of the books we read to them was “Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs”.  It was recently 
made into a movie.  It was a book from 1978 by Judy and Ron Barrett.  It is a complete fantasy 
story.  It is about a grandpa who is reading and telling a story to his grandchildren about the 
town of Chewandswallow.   The town of Chewandswallow is a town that doesn’t get regular 
weather patterns like we do.  When precipitation and the weather comes into that town, it rains 
meatballs, or tomatoes, or cheeseburgers.  Any kind of food that you can imagine rains down on 
the town of Chewandswallow right at the appropriate time for breakfast, lunch and dinner.   
  
The town of Chewandswallow in that story “Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs” is purely 
fantasy.  Its fantasy and best artistic pictures capturing this town of Chewandswallow are 
phenomenal and candy for the eyes to look at and, interestingly enough, although the weather 
patterns get out of control and the people have to leave the town of Chewandswallow and grow 
food themselves in another place, there is really no major moral to the story.  It is just a tall tale 
that is wonderful for kids and parents to read and imagine together.  “Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs” is a tall tale.   



  
In our scripture this morning, we read the story of manna.  It is about the Israelites who were 
journeying into the wilderness.  They were recently freed from Egyptian bondage.  It is a story 
that is fantastic.  Fantastic doesn’t necessarily mean great, or good, or phenomenal, but it 
means remote from reality.  The story of manna is fantastic.  Just reading it word for word, it is 
remote from reality, from our sense of reality.  It is, in some ways, hard to believe.  Although it is 
entertaining, it is miraculous.  It is a story, for a lot of people, that is hard to know what to do 
with.  If you are not a person of faith who grew up with this story, you may not know how to think 
about this.  You may not know how to believe, and you may just think it is a tall tale.  That’s the 
question.  Is it just a tall tale or is it just a story that is fun to read?  Is it just a fantasy for our 
imagination?  Does it have a moral?  Is it a story that has a moral to it?   
  
As I was reading this scripture, this whole story of the manna, it really started to beg this 
question in my spirit.  I hope it is a question in your spirit.  As we read our biblical stories, many 
of which are fantastic, what makes a biblical story authoritative?  In other words, how does 
scripture become scripture?  How does scripture become sacred for us?  How does a story from 
scripture go beyond simply being a tall tale?  How we answer that question is very 
important.  To sort of churn the wheels of thinking here of how does scripture become sacred, 
my answer to that is that the community who reads it says that it is.  We decide as a community 
of faith that it is sacred scripture.  That is, we start to claim it as regulatory.  It reveals something 
essential about God.  That is how scripture becomes sacred.   
  
There is, of course, with the Old and New Testament, a long, long history of this process of 
scriptures becoming sacred.  These scriptures speak to that community.  They speak to us in 
some way, but it is a decision that we must make.  If we decide that a story in the Bible is not 
sacred or means nothing to us, or reveals nothing to us about God, then it is not sacred.  It is 
just a story, and in the Christian church, and perhaps in the Jewish tradition also, we are always 
in dialogue about what scriptures are sacred and which are not.  Some of our best arguments 
are had over which scripture is sacred, which scripture is binding on our lives, binding on how 
we are to be, to act and to behave, and which scriptures are not.   Clearly, in our time of history, 
we are at that moment where everything is up for grabs.  What does the community believe is 
sacred at this point in history?   
  
The importance of being in a church, of being in a community, is that we are all working on this 
challenge on deciding which scripture is sacred and which is not.  For this message, I am going 
to share the sacredness of Exodus 16.  The way that I understand this story, I want to talk about 
how it is a sacred story.  Maybe all of you assume it is and maybe all of you assume it is not, but 
that is the struggle that we go through.  
  
What is revelatory about the manna story?  Exodus 16, first of all, as I read it, is revelatory 
about God.  It reveals something about the character of God.  It reveals that God feeds us.  The 
character of our God is that our God feeds our hungers.  That may be physical hunger, but it is 
more about spiritual hungers.  Our God in this story feeds the hungers that we have and the 
longings that we have for meaning and for purpose in our lives.   
  
What is particularly attractive about the manna story is that, for the Israelites, this is a moment 
when they are starving, when they are fearful, when they are suffering, when they are scared 
and God feeds them in a moment of desperation, so it is not just a revelatory message about 
God feeding us.  It is that God feeds us when we are hurting the most, when we are lost in the 
wilderness the most.  This story is sacred because it reminds us that God feeds us in the 
wilderness.  All of us has been in the wilderness of life, so it is a text that is revelatory about the 
character of God.  It is revelatory about the faith community also.  It is revelatory about the 
church.   
  



The manna story is about how the faith community shares and distributes its resources.  God 
provides, in the story, for the faith community every day but makes it very clear that we must 
take only what we need for that day, and God provides enough on that sixth day to get us 
through the Sabbath day, so it is about how the faith community shares.  It is a story about how 
we are to organize ourselves so that we all have enough to get by, and hoarding it (greed) is not 
part of that equation, so it is a story that is revelatory about the faith community.   
  
It is also revelatory about the faith community in kind of a negative way because, if you picked 
up on the scripture, what you heard was a bunch of whiners.  The Israelites were 
complaining.  They longed to go back to slavery.  They longed to go back to when they had 
three hots and a cot.  Before You, oh God, we had food in Egypt and You brought us out here to 
die, they complained against God.  It is a message about God’s people who are fearful.  They 
are fearful to really to place their trust in this new God who has liberated them.  Aren’t we all 
fearful to really trust our lives to God?   
  
If you are like me, you have control issues.  You want to be in control of your life.  You want to 
be in control of other people, of what people do, of all these different issues in our lives, so it is 
hard to turn over our will to God.  “Let go and let God” is a great phrase, but it is hard to do.  In 
this passage about the manna, it reveals that the faith community struggles with letting go and 
placing its full trust in God.  We are not alone in our struggles.  The faith community is there in 
that manna story.   
  
Thirdly, the story is revelatory about the world words.  This is an ancient story about world 
words, about Egypt and God’s word.  Now, in Egypt, remember they were in bondage.  They 
were in slavery under Pharaoh.   In Egypt, food was received only as a reward for 
productivity.   You get fed in Egypt in that economic system when you produce and that was 
how you got stuff, but in God’s economy there is this abundance that comes to us through 
God’s grace.   It is abundance that comes to us wherever that need is.  The story says God will 
provide if we are faithful, so we place our trust in this different order and we relinquish our 
anxieties about getting what we need—not what we want, but what we need.   
  
So,  this story, and any biblical story, is sacred.  It challenges us to move these stories in our 
own lives from tall tales or stories that we are not sure what to do with.  It moves us to not 
simply believe the Bible, to believe these stories, but to be convicted by these stories, to be 
convicted by the idea that God is with us,  God is with us in our lost-ness as we are wondering 
in the wilderness.  God is providing for those hungers that we need, and as it goes in the Old 
Testament stories again and again, God hears the cries.  To me, that is a major source of 
comfort.   
  
Every one of us here today could cry out to God about something in our lives.  We all have 
wounds that are in need of God’s healing.  What the scripture tells us is to cry out to God.  Cry 
out to God and let God know where you are hurting, and God will hear that cry and then listen 
for how God will direct us to find that healing.  So, the church is called to not simply believe in 
the Bible or believe in these stories, but to be convicted by these stories and to share this great 
passion for these stories.  The world needs these stories.  The manna story is one of incredible 
faith, not just about a miraculous event, but it is about God feeding the longings, feeding the 
hungers of God’s people who are scared and lost and ready to go back to slavery, but the 
freedom and grace that God offers is there for us to claim. The good news is that God is with us 
every step of the way.  God will feed us with the manna and we give thanks to God for that great 
healing event.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  
  
 


