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I want to start out this morning talking about a couple of stories, real life stories, that I have experienced, one 

which I shared with you previously but is worth sharing with you again and, another that I have never shared 

with you. 

 

When I went to seminary so many years ago, I, of course, was required to do an internship at a social agency. 

This was prior to a local church internship which came later, but I was required my first year to serve at a social 

agency.  I had great dreams about what social agency I would serve in, and I had this dream about being on the 

front lines of social struggle and dealing with people with AIDS, so I wanted to go to the AIDS Clinic in St. Louis 

and be there on the front lines and really battle on behalf of the righteous cause, but the Director of Internship 

said “No, you’re going to the preschool down the road to work with 4 and 5-year-olds”.  I was not all that 

excited about this because, what could a 4-year-old teach me about God?  I thought nothing.  So, I went down 

there that first day and introduced myself to the teacher, and as the kids came in, I just shook my head and said 

“I am in the wrong place at the wrong time.  There is nothing I am going to learn here”.  It took seven minutes 

of that placement for me to learn that I was going to learn a whole lot from these kids.  That first young boy 

came up to me and asked that wonderful question “Who is stronger, Jesus or Superman?”  I had no idea what I 

was in for and, being a good seminary student, I said “Well, I don’t know.  Who IS stronger, Jesus or 

Superman?”  He said, “Well, Jesus.  You can’t see him.  He can sneak up on you!”, so I learned at that moment 

about Jesus and his powers to sneak up on you. 

 

Later on, I had another learning moment because, in our preschool, one of the rules was that the 4 and 5 year 

olds in that class would have no guns—no guns in preschool.  That included none of these guns (finger guns), so 

they had this rule about no guns.  Well, in this preschool classroom, they also had a Barbie table where kids 

could go and play with Barbie dolls during their free time. 

 

So, one little pesky 5 year old came up to me and asked the question “Can G.I. Joe come to the Barbie 

table?  Well, that was a dilemma because G.I. Joe was an army doll, all about guns, so could G.I. Joe come to 

the Barbie table when there is a no guns prohibition in place?  Well, the teacher of that class left that struggle 

up to the kids, and we actually spent a group discussion of about 25 minutes talking about whether or not G. I. 

Joe was welcome at the Barbie table, and this teacher was fantastic because she left it up to the kids to decide, 

and these kids, who could teach me nothing, figured out that, yes, G. I. Joe was welcome at the Barbie 

table.  He just had to leave his guns at home.  What a moment that was for me to appreciate the wisdom of the 

children and to think about how we include people, how we make our table big enough for all people to be a 

part of it.  What a wonderful learning experience.  Those were only two experiences from many that I had at 

that preschool—a really powerful experience. 

 

I want to change from those stories to a different story.  This is a story about “Pastor Janet”, fictional but very, 

very real.  “Pastor Janet” was giving a confirmation class.  She was working with teenagers in a confirmation 

class, much like John Syster and I are doing with ours.  She was talking to these confirmation students—14, 15 

and 16 year old kids—about the Bible.  She was making a point about the Bible, and “Pastor Janet” started 

ripping out pages from the Bible to teach the kids that we have to be careful about how we read the Bible.  As 

you can imagine, the parents heard about this and blew their tops!    They had to have a big meeting with 

“Pastor Janet” about why you are ripping up the Bible in front of our kids.  It was not good thinking on “Pastor 

Janet’s” part to do it like this.  There are other ways to talk about the Bible, but the underlying question is very 

important, and that underlying question is:  What, in fact, does the Bible teach us and, more importantly, how 

are we to read the Bible and, even more importantly yet, when we read the Bible, what is it in the Bible that is 



really, really important?  Where is the authority of scripture in the Bible?  What scriptures do we need to read 

and really take to heart?  What scriptures do we have to read and think “Hmmm…that seems like it was from a 

long time ago.  We probably may not want to do that anymore”.  You know what I am talking about.  We have 

a lot of scriptures, particularly in the Old Testament, but in the New Testament also, that we read and they just 

don’t quite make sense to our context in 2014 because they are, in fact, very ancient scriptures from a very 

different, ancient time, when practices were very different from our time. 

 

Now, I don’t know if you picked it up or noticed it in our two scripture readings today.  In the first scripture 

reading from Deuteronomy (which is part of the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible in the Old 

Testament which we call the Torah), the first three from Deuteronomy were listing all the people who were not 

welcome in the house of the Lord, all the people who were not welcome into the community of faith that was 

developing that would become Israel.  These people are listed, and I tried to give Beverly a break this morning 

because, one of the translations of Eunuch...  How many of you know what a Eunuch is?   Some folks know 

what a Eunuch is.  A Eunuch is a guy who has had his testicles cut and his penis removed.  I don’t know why 

that was such an issue back then, whether it was part of law and order or what, but in the Bible we constantly 

have these references to Eunuchs.  In this reading from Deuteronomy, the Eunuch is not welcome in the 

community of faith, and the reading went on to say these people are not welcome, those people are not 

welcome, these people did not welcome us when we came out, so THEY are not welcome in our community, 

and these people are not welcome in our community, but THESE people are. 

 

The next verse that Beverly was reading was talking about who is welcome, and that is all in the book of 

Deuteronomy.  There are lots of scriptures about who was welcome and who was not. 

 

What I find interesting is that, when you move to the prophet Isaiah, many, many, many years later in the life 

of Israel, you have a counter-teaching, and in the scripture that I read, it talked about who IS welcome.  The 

Eunuch is, all of a sudden, welcome in the community of faith.  The foreigners are, all of a sudden, welcome in 

the community of faith.  This teaching goes on in Isaiah which contradicts what was in the Deuteronomy text, 

so we end up, or we have the potential to end up, very confused about a lot of things in the Bible because, in 

some parts of the Bible it says yes, and in some parts of the Bible it says no.  We, as people of faith, are left to 

struggle with that.  Where can we find the authority of structure?  What scriptures do we take very seriously 

and what scriptures do we not? 

 

I was talking to someone in our congregation this week who pointed out to me that the most clear teaching in 

the Bible (at least, argumentatively, the most clear teaching in the Bible) is “Thou shalt not kill”.  It is in the Ten 

Commandments.  It is pretty straightforward if we just take it word for word, but we find lots of ways to kill 

and, throughout history, in the history of human life, warfare, law and order, we have found many, many ways 

to kill and to justify killing.  God, in the Old Testament, is pretty good at wiping people out.  So, even that very 

straightforward “Thou shalt not kill” is demanding of interpretation.  How do we struggle with all of that?  How 

do we figure out what we really need to pay attention to regarding what is critical to our faith? 

 

I suspect that, in this day and age where, at least from my point of view, everything is up for grabs, we are not 

totally sure of moral order anymore.  We are not totally sure of every little jot and tittle of law and moral ethic 

that we should follow, and interpreting the Bible is more important than ever.  Trying to be faithful for what 

the Bible is calling us to do and how the Bible is calling us to live is creating anxiety for many, many people 

because the bottom line is that the Bible is not a cut and dry rule Book that we can go to in order to make 

everything black and white.  I, for one, would like it to be that.  I would like some source of inspiration of 

authority that will tell me exactly how I should live.  I think we all want for that.  We want some servitude 

about how we live, about how we are supposed to live; yet, if we are honest, the Bible simply does not provide 

that easily. 

 

I want to go back to Isaiah for a minute.  I don’t know how many of you know this.  Some of you may know this 

and some of you may not know.  The prophet Isaiah is a 66-chapter book.  It is part of the prophetic books—



Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel and so on and so forth.  Isaiah is 66 chapters, but for a long, long time scholars have 

known that Isaiah 1 through 39 (which they called 1 Isaiah) was written by the prophet Isaiah prior to the exile 

of Israel, prior to the point that they fell as a nation, so the message of Isaiah 1, chapters 1 through 39, is a very 

distinct message about getting right with God before God’s judgment would fall on Israel. 

 

Chapters 40 through 55 (which is called 2 Isaiah) is about the message to the Israelites who are now in exile in 

Babylon, so 2 Isaiah was written at least 40-50 years later by a different writer in the name of Isaiah to give the 

Israelites some understanding of  what God is asking of them, demanding of them, and comforting them in 

exile when their nation has fallen and they are in a foreign land, and then 3 Isaiah, chapters 56-66, is written 

when the Israelites come back to Judah, when they return from exile and they are rebuilding their 

community.  What we read today was from 3 Isaiah, when they had come back, they were rebuilding their 

community and all of a sudden they were saying,  you know what—Eunuchs and foreigners ARE included in our 

community.  Why were they saying that?   Why were they opening the doors a little wider for foreigners and 

Eunuchs?  Because they were surrounded by Eunuchs and foreigners.  The nation of Israel was gone, but the 

community of the Israelites was still intact and they were trying to rebuild their community.  How do you do 

that when you are in a foreign land?  You open up the doors a little wider. 

 

What the Bible shows us is that God’s revelation is always happening.  As we say, God is still speaking which is a 

way of saying that God is still revealing God’s will for us in every historical situation, that God is still doing work, 

that God is still open to how this community can organize itself and how God will work within this 

community.  So, in 3 Isaiah, the Eunuchs and the foreigners are, all of a sudden, welcome.  The new historical 

circumstances are demanding that we open the doors for foreigners and Eunuchs to be welcomed into our 

community.   To me, that is the power of our biblical story.  To me, the biblical story is so powerful because it is 

not over with.  God’s spirit, God’s word is still being revealed to us in these days. 

 

I think at Peace Church we are in the midst of that new revelation.  I believe very firmly that God is doing a new 

thing at Peace United Church of Christ and that a part of our calling is to listen very closely to what God might 

be doing and to be open.  What are the new things that God is going to call us to be and call us to do?  What 

are the new issues God is going to call us to pay attention to?  Who are the foreigners God is encouraging us to 

welcome into our community?  All of those questions (and so many more), if God is truly at work among us (as I 

believe God is) are tough.  They are very difficult questions because God is on the move, and we tend to get 

settled very quickly.  We tend to start to believe that our way is the only way because it is very comfortable. 

 

Our church—all churches—become places of comfort (as they should be), but also they are places of growth 

and struggle, and God is calling us to this new time and place, so I think this is an exciting moment in the 

world.  It is an exciting moment in Peace Church.  It will be a time of struggle, a time of discomfort, but a time 

of growth, conversation and opening up our minds to new possibilities for our lives, our church and our world, 

and I think what we can do is be excited that God is, in fact, alive in this world and, even with all the struggles 

going on outside of these walls, God is here with us.  God is not abandoning the world, abandoning Peace 

Church, or abandoning us in our faith.  It is a good time—a time to open ourselves up to the movement of 

God’s spirit and, as we read the Bible, to always remember that we are called to read the Bible through the lens 

of Christ, through the lens of Jesus, and reading those difficult scriptures, we should always sit back and say 

“Now what would Jesus do with this?” and that is how we grow, by struggling to understand God’s will for our 

lives through the lens of Christ.  It is a journey of faith that we make together and a journey of faith that we 

make with God, so it is good news that we are not abandoned.  God is with us.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

 


