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Good morning once again.  It is wonderful to be together on Easter Sunday.  Of course, with it being 
Easter Sunday, we are here to celebrate resurrection, and we are here to celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.   
 
That reminds me of a story which some of you may have heard at one time or another about the 
church pastor who called forward the children for the children’s message on Easter Sunday.  When 
he got all the children around him, he asked them if they knew was Easter was all about and if they 
knew what resurrection was all about.  All the kids just looked at the pastor.  They weren’t quite sure 
what resurrection was all about except for little Johnny.  Little Johnny was like Horshack.  He was 
back there like this—“Ooh, ooh, ah, ah…I know.  I know”, so the pastor said “Okay, Johnny, tell 
me.  What do you know about resurrection?”  He said, “Well, I don’t know too much, but I heard on 
T.V. that if it lasts over four hours you’ve got to call your doctor”.  Resurrection lasts way more than 
four hours, so that is what we’re here to talk about.   
 
When we talk about resurrection, we are talking about something that we cannot exactly know for 
sure what happened on that morning 2000 years ago.  There is a mystery about resurrection that we 
just simply cannot know for sure what happened on Easter morning.   
 
In the earliest accounts of resurrection, Jesus is talked about as having appeared to His followers, 
and we do not know for sure what form these appearances took.  Sometimes these appearances are 
described as visionary, as if they could see Him, and at other times these appearances are described 
as bodily, as if they could touch Him, so we don’t know for sure exactly what these appearances were 
all about, but what we can say is that the resurrection was not the resuscitation of a 
corpse.  Resuscitation is when a once dead person comes back to life and resumes an ordinary 
existence until death comes again.  Resurrection is about entry into another mode of 
being.  Resurrection is a religious and spiritual concept.  It is not a medical diagnosis.   
 
In the resurrection of Jesus, His followers experienced Him as a living reality, yet in a new way, and 
in this new way of experiencing Jesus as a living reality, what they began to experience in His 
resurrection was that He had the undeniable qualities of God, and now, in His resurrection, He could 
be known and experienced anywhere and not just in one particular place.  One did not have to go to 
someone’s house to experience Jesus, or go to a mountaintop to experience Jesus, or go over to a 
plain and experience Jesus.  Now His presence abided with those first followers of Jesus because He 
was no longer just Jesus.  He was now the Christ.  He was now the Messiah, so He was there with 
them.  
 
For all of this to happen, two things needed to be present for resurrection to be real, and those two 
things are death and resurrection.  Death and resurrection must be affirmed equally.  Good Friday 
and Easter cannot live without one another.  They are two parts of a whole.  The reason for that is, 
because of Easter, this day that we are celebrating is, at its core, about God’s decisive reversal of the 
verdict that the worldly powers have placed upon Jesus.  This was the moment when God reversed 
that death and, without this reversal, the cross is simply an instrument of pain, agony and horror that 
one more guy experienced at the hands of Rome.   
 
Without Easter, we are left only with Good Friday which is to say that, without Easter, we are left with 
a world distorted and without hope because, prior to Easter, the powers of death are in control.  Also, 
Easter without Good Friday can lead us to an empty sentimentality.  Easter without Good Friday can 
become simply an affirmation that spring follows winter, or that life follows death, or that flowers will 
bloom again, or that it is a nice time for bonnets and bunny rabbits, but Easter is the reversal of Good 



Friday.  Resurrection is God’s no to the earthly powers that killed Jesus, to the earthly powers that 
are around today and still taking life every day, but God has said no to those powers in Jesus’ 
resurrection.   
 
So, at its core, Good Friday and God’s victory on Easter morning address the fundamental human 
question of life, and the fundamental human question of life is not what shall I be, or where shall I go 
to school, or what job should I assume when I get out of school.  The fundamental human question of 
life is, what is it that ails us, what is it that is perpetually unsettled in our lives, what is it that makes 
our lives and the life of the world so convoluted, so complex, difficult and twisted, and why is it that 
we need resurrection.  That is the question on Easter morning—why do we need resurrection, and if 
we cannot answer that question, then we are really in trouble because the faith of Christ is all about 
why we need this day in our lives and in our world.   
 
Now, the biblical answer to this question of why we need resurrection is a two-pronged answer that 
can be boiled down into the concepts of egoism and idolatry.  Egoism is the preoccupations of the 
self, and idolatry is the preoccupations of society, so egoism, in one frame of reference, is when we 
are centered in the self.  We are centered in our own anxieties.  We are centered in our insecurities. 
This type of egoism leads to an internal fragility that is expressed in poor self-esteem at best and, at 
worst, depression, but then there is another kind of egoism which is when we are centered on the 
accomplished self, the successful self, the self of our own achievements, and this type of egoism 
leads to a fragility that is expressed in arrogance, so the question that Jesus poses for us on Easter 
morning is, what kind of self are you going to be, how are you going to live, and what are you going to 
give your life over to, so the movement from Good Friday to Easter morning is the story in Christian 
tradition of transformation.  It is the path to a new self.  It is the time when we die to an old way of 
living and we rise to a new way of living.  In order to do that, in order to claim that transformation, we 
have to roll away the stone.   
 
When the women came to the tomb, they found that the stone had been rolled away.  In our lives 
between life and death there is a stone, and we roll this stone away.  This stone in our lives is the 
grudges that we hold, the hurt that we keep inside, the angers that we can’t let go of, the wounds that 
continue to fester because we are resentful of what we didn’t get or what we thought we should have 
had and it is screwing up our lives, and we roll away that stone, and God says you can have new life 
today because it is Easter and I demand that live is victorious over death in our lives and in our 
world.  All of us have these pains that we can’t let go of.  Sometimes we work around them, 
sometimes we ignore them, sometimes we deny them, and then other days they are right there in our 
gut, and they disrupt our lives from the way we want to live our lives.   
 
Easter says roll away that stone, God will help and you will claim new life for your life, for your family 
and for the world.  That is called resurrection in Christian tradition, and when this stone is rolled 
away, we claim the freedom of Christ.  When we are living this resurrected life, when we are released 
from our egoisms, then we can see the worldly idols that we have given our lives over to.  There is 
clarity of vision that comes with resurrection that allows us to see clearly and soberly the forces that 
have been controlling our lives.  We can begin to see the structures, the public institutions that 
demand our allegiance, the golden calves that are always seducing us.  We think they are normal, 
but when we are resurrected, we see them as false, and when we can see these idols, we can begin 
to make decisions about our participation in their power.   
 
When you can identify something that has control over you, it no longer has control over you, and 
that is the promise of resurrection for our individual lives and for our world, but it all begins with 
resurrection.  It all begins with Jesus’ victory over the cross, with His victory over the powers of death 
in the world, and the invitation on Easter morning is to not simply believe that Christ is risen, to give 
intellectual assent to the idea.  It is not simply to go through the motions of Easter morning, but the 
invitation of Easter is to join in with God’s decisive act in history.  It is to join in.  It is to claim 
resurrection for our own lives and to go from this sanctuary today and to live on behalf of life.   
 



Resurrection is talked about as God’s decisive act in history, and that is where we place our faith. 
that in that resurrection, God is doing a new thing.  We can put aside our egos.  We can put aside our 
idols, and knowing full well, and testifying with our lives, we can affirm that death does not have the 
last word, so on this Easter morning we affirm that Christ has risen from the grave, and we affirm that 
He calls us to testify with our very lives to that truth, and our prayer together is that we can go forward 
and embody this resurrection of Christ for all the world to see and to share that resurrection with 
everyone that we meet, so we give thanks to God today for God’s love, for God’s peace, for God’s 
forgiveness, and for God’s resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
 


