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I would like to start this morning with a story, a true story.  This story is about me waiting at the 

rehearsal hall for my daughter, Abigail, to get out of one of her dance classes.  When you wait in that 

parents’ waiting area for your children to get out of dance class, you would often sit there with other 

parents, and sometimes you would even speak to each other.  Well, I started talking to one father 

there.  He noticed I was reading a book.  My book was about Cuba.  He asked “Oh, why are you reading 

that book?”  I said “Well, you know, next week I am traveling there”, and then I saw the look...and the 

question...”Are you scared?”  I had traveled there a number of years before so I could say with 

confidence, “No”, but then had he asked before my first trip, I might have said something 

different.  The reaction that people get, that I have gotten, and I’m sure Kim has gotten also (and 

others who have traveled to Cuba) is this odd look and then usually a stranger question.  Of course, it is 

always an opportunity for conversation, but it is more interesting, for me, to see that look on people’s 

faces because, in that look, there is something going on, something that is kind of dissident, kind of 

different.  It puts people a little bit on edge.   

  

We read the story of the Good Samaritan this morning and The Woman at the Well.  Of course, there 

are many lessons from any biblical story.  I agree that there are always one, two or three different 

levels on how you can read a story.  The Good Samaritan story is, of course, one of our favorite stories, 

and it is about mercy, about reaching out to those who are suffering, to those who have been beaten, 

robbed, or whatever the situation might be.  It is about people who pass by…  The priest passes by, the 

representative there from the religious authorities passes by, and the Levite passes by.  They look the 

other way and they cannot deal with it, but then this Samaritan comes by.  It is, of course, a story 

about mercy and reaching out to people who are hurting, but perhaps one of the most important 

aspects of that story were that the Samaritans were the hated people.  The Jews, the Jewish 

establishment and the Samaritans just didn’t get along.  They had this longstanding argument. 

  

Scholars who study this stuff say it was theological.  They interpreted some of the Jewish scriptures 

differently.  It was ethnic.  They didn’t really like each other.   They looked a little different from one 

another.  It was cultural.  They were just these weirdos up in the north, the Samaritans, and those 

Samaritans were perhaps most importantly intermingled and intermarried with people of other faith 

traditions, so they were dirty.  They were unclean.  They were not chosen like the Jews in Jerusalem, so 

they were really these problematic people, and in the story of The Good Samaritan, Jesus is saying, 

without any apology, you’d better watch out because your enemy is going to be the one who saves 

you.  Your enemy is going to be the one who reaches out to you and not only heals you but allows you 

to see the world differently.  It is a story about breaking down walls.  It is a story about breaking down 

assumptions.  It is a story about seeing things a little bit differently.   

  

In Jesus’ day, the folks he was talking to must have been deeply perplexed, and even troubled, by this 

parable.  It would not be unlike for most of us today to say that a Muslim  is the one who moves us, but 

in every time in history there is another group of people who can take that role—either a Samaritan, a 



Jew, a Muslim, or any other kind or group of people.  There is always the enemy, and Jesus says to 

watch out.  They will rescue you when you least expect it.   

  

As we prepare, those of us who are going, hopefully all of you will be in prayer in support for our 

trip.  We are all very, very aware of the over 60-70 years of animosity between the Cuban government 

and the United States government.  This animosity continues on, but here is the power of the church at 

work.  We don’t buy in to what the powers say about each other.  What we say is that we are going to 

connect.  We are going to dismantle the walls of hostility in this world as we are able.  The best way to 

do that is to listen to that parable about The Good Samaritan and to remember that one of the things 

we are called to do  is reach out to our neighbors and by reaching out, we love God.   

  

This will be my third trip to Cuba.  What I experienced in my two other visits there is that Cubans like 

America.  There are churches.  There are wonderful people.  Their system is quite different from 

ours.  It works some of the time and, like ours, it doesn’t work so good at other times.  It’s got some 

real, real problems.  My point is that we, as the church, are always about climbing over those walls that 

are consistently being built in our world, and that is really part of our discipleship.  It is part of our 

call.  Not all of us, of course, can travel to foreign places.  We don’t even need to go very far to reach 

over some of the walls in our world.  We can do it right in our world and right in our city.   

  

This is an opportunity for us to be in prayer, to love people who are different from us, to find ways to 

understand then and find ways for them to understand us.  Most exciting is that, as Christians, we do it 

with the bonds of Christ and we see in them the spirit of Christ and they see in us the spirit of Christ, 

and we grow together; we live out that parable of the Good Samaritan.   

  

This is a moment for us to think about who our neighbor is.  Who is our neighbor?  How do we reach 

over those ideas, those barriers that keep us from reaching out?  We do it by reaching out in Christ, 

sharing the love of Christ with even those who we don’t quite understand.  We can do that here and all 

the different places around the world and do it with the love of Christ.   Thanks be to God for the 

challenge of the gospel to reach out, to love God, and to love our neighbors.  Amen. 

  

  

  

 


